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The international anti-fascist monthly 


Editorial 


Can Griffin withstand the backlash of Tyndall’s 
expulsion? 


Nick Griffin has attempted to remodel the British 
National Party under his leadership and publicly 
eschews its nazi past. Of course pictures of former leader 
John Tyndall parading round in Nazi-style uniform have 
always been an embarrassment to those who wanted to 
project a new image of fascism. Even a fascist can see it 
isn't helpful in the eyes of the British public to be 
associated with Nazi Germany. 

Griffin's supporters have attempted to portray the 
BNP’s nazism as something that belonged to a past 
leadership. There is no truth in this though. Griffin has 
seized power out of personal ambition and is a 
Holocaust denier who believes in the Jewish conspiracy 
theory — key planks of modern day nazism. The truth is 
that Griffin’s seizure of power has divided the BNP into 
two camps, the Griffin camp and the Tyndall camp, 
which are split not by real political differences but by 
tactics and individual aspirations. 

Griffin's hunger for power has led him to adopt a 
populist strategy where he is prepared to drop 
longstanding policies if this will gain some votes or 
improve the BNP’s image in the short term. Electorally, 
he has advanced the party, but the internal political cost 
of publicly trying to find Sikhs and others to work with 
against Muslims has been great. BNP old-timers joined 
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the party specifically because they wanted nothing to do 
with black or Asian people and Griffin’s publicity stunts 
really stick in their craw. Some have already left over 
this issue. 

Like Tyndall before him Griffin has been active around 
Britain's most hardened racist thugs since he was a 
teenager. It is not even a question of a younger party 
leadership removing an older one. Griffin recently 
appointed the veteran fascist John Bean as editor of the 
BNP magazine, Identity. Bean goes back in racist politics 
even further than Tyndall and taught the latter electoral 
politics in the 1950s. Bean and Tyndall were among the 
founders of the National Labour Party, which together 
with Colin Jordan’s White Defence League held a meeting 
in Trafalgar Square in 1959 under a huge banner 
proclaiming “Keep Britain White”. 

In 1962, when the original British National Party 
split, Bean was instrumental in the expulsion of Tyndall 
(and Colin Jordan), supposedly for their overt nazism. 
This was a bit rich coming from the man who in the same 
year was quoted in the Daily Mail describing himself as 
“the Goebbels of Britain’s Nazis”. 

Tyndall must have a sense of déja vu about all this. 
Griffin is playing a dangerous game as Bean can no 
doubt tell him. It is questionable whether fascism “lite” 
can replace “original” fascism without Tyndall taking a 
swathe of followers with him. Griffin may have sown the 
seeds of his own destruction. 
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Convicted in 
December, 
elected in 
May: BNP 
councillor 
Luke Smith 


Burnley is a soccer lout who has been banned for 
life from Burnley football club. 

Luke Smith, 21, was elected in Lanehead ward in 
May. He promised to crack down on crime and anti- 
social behaviour but failed to tell voters of his own 
deplorable past. 

Smith was one of 12 people arrested before a 
Worthington Cup game with Manchester United last 
December and was convicted of a public order offence a 
few days later. The club, which has been trying to rid 
itself of a substantial hooligan element for some time, 
banned him for life. 

This news will come as a severe embarrassment to a 
party which claims to uphold law and order, though few 
anti-fascists will be surprised. He was a known hooligan 
and even since the ban he has continued to drink with 
other young followers of the “Burnley Suicide Squad”. 
Only this June, Smith was drinking with Burnley and 
Oldham hooligans on the day of an Anti Nazi League 
march in the town. 

Burnley BNP has long been accused of being soft on 
soccer thugs and racists. Last summer, Luke Smith’s 
uncle, the local BNP organiser Steve Smith, attacked 
the club for banning supporters for racist chanting. 
The three BNP councillors also refused to back a council 
motion congratulating the club on clamping down on 
racism within the ground. 

The revelation that its youngest councillor is a banned 
soccer lout is only the latest in a series of incidents that 
threaten to destabilise Burnley BNP, undoubtedly the 
most successful BNP branch in the country. 

In mid-June the party unexpectedly failed to win a 
council by-election in the town. Its candidate, Andy 
Kenyon, finished just 11 votes behind the victorious 
Liberal Democrat, but because the BNP had taken a seat 
in the same ward in the May local elections, this result 


A newly elected British National Party councillor in 
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The BNP’s honeymoon in Burnley is coming to 

an end. Resignations, bitter feuding and political 
gaffs have placed the party on the defensive. 
Now, Searchlight can reveal that one of its 
councillors is a convicted soccer yob. 

Nick Lowles reports. 


was a major defeat. Such was the party’s expectation of 
victory that a BNP members’ bulletin, issued only days 
before the election, admitted that defeat would be a blow. 

“Because of our previous win, this is the first election 
the party has contested where we are the favourites to 
win and where, if we do not, we will have to say that it’s 
a blow. Our candidate is former paratrooper Andrew 
Kenyon and canvass returns show that the party should 
win,” the bulletin read. 

The result meant that the BNP was no longer the second 
party on Burnley council. Perhaps more significantly, it 
provided those opposed to the BNP with a major morale 
boost. The BNP is no longer invincible in Burnley. 

The misfortunes of Burnley BNP did not stop there. 
In early July the party's deputy organiser and press 
spokesman, Simon Bennett, resigned. He was quoted in 
the media saying that he felt undervalued by the party 
and had decided to put the interests of his pregnant 
partner first. 

Bennett’s departure will be a major loss not only to 
Burnley BNP, where he has emerged as an effective 
spokesperson, but to the nearby branch in Blackburn. 
Last year Bennett was rehoused in Blackburn and had 
even been touted as a council candidate for next year’s 
local elections. 

Burnley BNP’s problems were compounded a few 
days later when it announced that it was not prepared to 
issue policy proposals through the council chamber. 
The move came after protests that the party’s first three 
councillors had not participated in any council debate 
in the 14 months they had been in office. 

The party’s political opponents seized on the 
statement. Council leader Stuart Caddy said: “I am 
absolutely furious with the BNP. We raised questions 
about their position and mentioned specific policies 
and they have refused to debate those policies.” 

Labour's Peter Kenyon said: “The BNP make great play 


about their commitment to democracy and their 
legitimacy as a political party; now they need to take 
part in debating their policies.” 

Kenyon called on the BNP to put to council debate 
two of the policies he said were in the party’s election 
literature: taking the housing stock run by Burnley and 
Padiham Community Housing back into council 
ownership and setting up an all-white taxi firm. 

Gordon Birtwistle, the leader of the Liberal 
Democrats, said: “The fact that the BNP are not 
prepared to come forward and tell people what their 
policies are is an absolute scandal.” 

BNP councillor Len Starr responded meekly: “As newly 
elected members we have come to this council chamber 
with little or no experience and we are here to learn and 
to prepare for the time when we increase our numbers 
and we become the ruling body on the council.” 


Party rift 

Burnley BNP finds itself in the strange position of being 
the party’s most successful branch while being 
completely at odds with the party leadership. This has 
less to do with ideology than a desire for independence 
and self-reliance. 

Its differences with the BNP leadership, including 
directly with Nick Griffin, the party leader, are becoming 
increasingly acrimonious. In any other branch in 
the country Griffin and his unpleasant henchman, 
Tony Lecomber, would have dealt swiftly with such 
insubordination but with half the party’s councillors in 
Burnley and the town in the media spotlight there is 
little the leadership can do. 

In May, Burnley BNP celebrated its election success 
with its largest ever branch meeting. Over 140 local 
supporters packed a pub. The headline speaker was not 
Griffin but his main internal critic and founder of the 
party, John Tyndall. On the platform alongside Tyndall 
was Richard Edmonds. 

Furious at this act of open defiance, Griffin used the 
forthcoming local council by-election as an excuse to 
exert pressure on Steve Smith to withdraw Tyndall’s 
invitation. He was rebuffed. 

Griffin refused to let the matter rest. This was, after all, 
the second time in a year that the Burnley branch had 
invited Tyndall against the wishes of the party leadership. 

Griffin used his presence at a Blackburn BNP meeting, 
held the evening before the Burnley event, to organise 
his response. In a private chat with some of the local 
heavies after the main meeting, Griffin drew up plans to 
wreck Tyndall’s speech. Robin Evans, the BNP’s 
councillor in Blackburn, was given the task of instigating 
the trouble and the heavies would be there to ensure 
that no one intervened. 

Evans duly attempted to disrupt Tyndall’s speech but 
received no backing from the rest of the Blackburn 
contingent. Like almost everyone in the room, they gave 
Tyndall a standing ovation. Evans looked on in horror as 
copies of Tyndall’s magazine, Spearhead, were openly 
sold in the bar, an offence that has won other branches 
a reprimand. 

The growing bitterness of the Burnley branch to the 
party leadership was reflected in an exchange of letters 
between Steve Smith and the party’s Southwest regional 
organiser, Tony North. 

Replying to a letter in the Torbay Herald Express 
attacking the nazism within the BNP, North claimed that 
today’s BNP was a completely different organisation to 
the one that existed a few years earlier. He described 
Tyndall as a political dinosaur and said he was no longer 


involved, or welcomed, in the party. “John Tyndall was 
ousted by Mr Griffin many years ago and has long been 
banned from BNP meetings,” North wrote. 

This prompted Smith to reply, contradicting North’s 
assertions about Tyndall. Writing from Burnley, he 
informed readers that Tyndall had recently attended the 
huge Burnley meeting and was a well liked party activist. 
He advised North to get his facts right in the future. 

Under pressure from the party leadership, North came 
back to claim that the letter was a left-wing forgery. 
“I have spoken to Steve Smith and he assured me he 
wrote no such letter.” 

He added, “Steve Smith has not been Burnley’s 
organiser since last November. Burnley BNP is run by an 
advisory council.” 

This is certainly wishful thinking on the part of the 
party leadership. For several months Griffin and 
Lecomber have attempted to remove Smith and replace 
him with someone more subservient to their will. So far 
they have failed. Local members have remained loyal to 
Smith and, given their antipathy to outside orders, it is 
difficult to see from where a new organiser might 
emerge. Griffin had high hopes in Len Starr, a newly 
elected BNP councillor who has quickly emerged as its 
leading political figure. These hopes were dashed when 
Starr chaired the Tyndall meeting. 

Chris Jackson’s name has been mooted as a possible 
replacement as organiser. Although the former 
Northwest regional organiser resigned (for the third 
time) in February in protest at the leadership's refusal to 
sack Evans as Blackburn organiser, he is at least 
considered a party loyalist. 

That Griffin is even considering Jackson reflects the 
difficulties he faces in the Northwest. With a new 
regional organiser, Bev Jones, who has only recently 
joined the party and is unable to command respect, 
there is growing disquiet in several branches towards the 
party leadership. Although this does not, at present, 
represent a major political problem for Griffin, it could 
undermine the party's election effort next year. 


The honeymoon is over 

Burnley BNP has enjoyed an 18-month honeymoon 
period. Voters, the media and even its opponents were 
convinced that the local branch was different from the 
rest of the BNP. Now, the facade is being to crack. 

The revelation that Luke Smith is a convicted hooligan 
will not go down well in a town obsessed with its 
football. Coming hot on the heals of its failure to win the 
by-election, Bennett's resignation and the continuing 
rift with the party leadership, all of which are sapping 
morale, the BNP now looks vulnerable. 





Chris 
Jackson, the 
Griffin loyalist 
now being 
touted to 
take over the 
Burnley 
branch 
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A report from North Wales 


By Mark McCrossan, Wales TUC 


ecent events in Wrexham, North Wales, 
have once again focused the attention of 
the national media on the rise of right- 
wing discontent within our communities. 
The nights of 22 and 23 June brought levels 
of violence and unrest to the Caia Park housing estate, 
which has caused shock, anger and remorse within 
the community. 

The “roots” of the conflict in Wrexham are still being 
studied, discussed and dissected by the police, the local 
authority and the community. Over 70 arrests have been 
made subsequently and, at the time of writing, at least 
one person, Hoshan Baker Kader, remains seriously ill 
after he was viciously attacked on Sunday 22 June. 

The violence seems to have been sparked off by a 
domestic dispute between small numbers of refugees 
and a similar number of local young men. This incident 
resulted in gangs of Kurdish-Iranian refugees and locals 
becoming embroiled in exchanges of violence 
throughout the Sunday evening. The subsequent arrival, 
actions and advice of the police led to most of the 
refugees leaving the community that night. At the time 
of writing almost all the Iranian-Kurdish population 
have yet to return to Caia Park. 

The violence on the second night is generally 
recognised to have been between local people and 
police from a variety of nearby forces. Pitched battles 
took place that included the throwing of stones, bricks 
and petrol bombs. The Red Dragon Public House, which 
was at the centre of the violence, remains closed and 
boarded up, apparently seeking new tenants. 

Caia Park is typical of many housing estates in Wales. 
Many residents experience low quality housing, poor 
health, unemployment, low educational achievement, 
crime, drug use and debt. For example, Queensway, the 
focus of the riot, has the lowest educational attainment 
in the whole of Wales. Through the help of the local 
authority and social partners, the estate has managed to 
attract significant funding to address a raft of long-term, 
complicated and deeply rooted social issues. Two wards 
on the estate have recently been awarded Community 
First Status. The estate has also benefited in recent years 
from two Community Development Projects, which 
attract funding from a variety of sources. 

Most contemporary themes and tensions within 
communities related to race and racism seem to arise 
from misinformation, myth and even pure lies. I have 
been witness to many examples of misinformation in 
the past 12 months in Wrexham. Significant rumours 
have been circulated about refugees and asylum seekers 
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driving around in expensive cars and refugees blocking 
up waiting lists, and there are various stories relating to 
refugees stealing jobs and girlfriends, etc. It is not 
surprising that with a little help from our irresponsible 
national press (for example, “Refugees Barbeque Swans” 
in The Sun on 4 July) and a fair amount of local 
manipulation, accident and distrust, hatred and 
violence breaks out. As in many areas of the UK, 
community conflict has been fostered by a lack of 
understanding and negative stereotypical views 
supported by poor media images of refugees and 
asylum seekers. Meaning the passive masses have 
unfortunately soaked up a raft of uneducated and half- 
baked notions spouted by the good old tabloid press. 

It is important to remember at this point that all our 
communities in Wales have evolved to a certain extent 
through a variety of races and ethnic groups being 
embraced and assimilated into “host communities”. 
Think of English miners during the eighteenth and 
nineteenth centuries, Polish immigrants after the 1940s 
and Irish settlers throughout the past 200 years. 
Wales, like many parts of the world, has communities 
which reflect the historical movement of people since 
almost the beginnings of man, be it for political, 
economic or religious reasons, or sometimes, including 
for some of the Wrexham community, survival! I have 
been reliably informed that Hoshan Baker Kader 
personally witnessed the execution of his mother before 
fleeing home to seek safety in Wales. 

What is nearer to the truth perhaps is that the 
problems in Caia Park are not wholly related to race, 
refugees or asylum seekers. The number of refugees 
living within the area of Wrexham is very small. Probably 
no more than 50 individuals were housed in the area out 
of a population on the estate of over 12,000. The roots of 
the violence in Wrexham lie in groups of poor people 
attacking other groups of poor people for reasons of 
jealousy, misinformation or pure ignorance. 

The houses allocated to refugees are low quality and 
generally not wanted by people in Wrexham. This seems 
to be an integral factor within UK resettlement policies. 
The jobs that are supposedly taken are almost wholly 
low-skilled, low-paid and low-value jobs, which many 
Wrexham people would, I guess, rather stay clear from. 
And I suspect that many people in the area have 
struggled to find adequate health and education 
provision because of political reasons born in our own 
system, not because of hordes of refugees camping out 
in waiting rooms and taking school and college places. 
Many of these myths need exploding. 


Within the context of the above, the task that now 
faces the community, the council, police, schools and 
other stakeholders is not only how to address the 
historical and current social problems of the estate but 
how to offer continued support to the small numbers of 
refugees within the community, and more worryingly 
how to respond to the intended actions of the British 
National Party. The BNP have in true style used recent 
events to justify their own political presence on the 
estate. 

There need to be collaborative responses to the 
identified issues of poor housing, health and 
educational underachievement in Wrexham. Many 
areas of Wrexham have hard-to-let properties, 20% of 
the working population in Wrexham have no 
qualifications, many areas of Wrexham reflect poor 
health and attitudes to health, using research models 
such as the Jarman health indicators. A concerted 
programme of action needs to be undertaken in Caia 
Park within schools, the wider community and 
voluntary bodies, focused hopefully at bringing 
tolerance, peace and stability to the community. 
Racism is unfortunately within our culture, deeply 
entrenched in state machinery, and much work in this 
area has so far has failed to capture or address the real 
problems of ethnic minorities. I myself have been 
witness to significant numbers of racist and oppressive 
























































views held by members of the public, professionals and 
practitioners in a variety of locations. A reliable source 
from within the local authority has reported that only 
three of the council's elected members volunteered to 
take the displaced refugees back into their own wards. 

Perhaps the most important action should focus on 
work that needs undertaking to prevent the BNP 
standing candidates in future elections. 

The BNP thrive on ignorance, misinformation, 
bigotry, half truths, poverty and myth. They cannot offer 
anything to address the issues of reducing poverty, 
disadvantage or social injustice. They only seek to 
manipulate the voting public into blaming their ills on 
minority communities who very often live in fear and 
suffer oppression and racism on a daily basis. 

They thrive and will continue to thrive all over the UK 
if through a variety of circumstances the poor are seen 
to resort to attacking the poor. 

The aim therefore for our politicians, councils, 
organisations, institutions, schools and wider com- 
munities is to identify our commonalities not our 
differences; seek to reduce poverty and disadvantage for 
all; work towards the creation of tolerance and equality 
but most of all, the truth. 

In summary: “If a free society cannot help the people 
who are poor, it cannot save the few who are rich” 
John F Kennedy). 
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Police move 
in to keep 
order in the 
aftermath 
of the 
disturbances 
in Wrexham 
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Tyndall's last stand 


The man who formed the British National Party and led it for 17 years is on the verge of 
being expelled from the organisation together with two of his closest supporters. 
Searchlight has been predicting for some time that the current leadership would move 
against the old guard but the timing and motivation suggest that Nick Griffin is on the 
defensive. Nick Lowles reports on a high risk strategy that could backfire spectacularly. 


The final 
battle: will 
Nick Griffin 
(left) and 
John Tyndall 
end up 
tearing the 
BNP apart? 


thas been a long time coming but finally Nick Griffin 
and the rest of the leadership of the British National 
Party are planning to expel John Tyndall, Richard 
Edmonds and John Morse, the three men who ran 
the party until 1999. 

The decision was taken at an extended Advisory 
Council meeting last month in a hotel in the West 
Midlands. Within hours rumours began to circulate on 
numerous nazi websites but it was not until organisers’ 
bulletins started arriving three days later that the three 
men learnt of the charges against them. 

Six charges are levied against Tyndall. He is accused of 
being a disruptive and undermining influence in the 
party and of conspiring to produce and distribute 
Spearhead, a publication that was proscribed by the 
leadership at the beginning of the year. 

In reality, however, these are trumped up charges put 
together to enable the party leadership to see off its most 
high profile and vocal critic. 

It was no great secret that Griffin wanted to rid the 
party of its former leader but the manner in which this 
has occurred and the timing have raised eyebrows. 
Far from emerging out of a position of power, Griffin's 
actions appear to be the work of a panicked man. 

Tyndall has long been an irritant to Griffin and 
the party’s group development officer, Tony Lecomber. 
Since being deposed as leader in September 1999, 
Tyndall has used the pages of Spearhead to launch 
almost monthly attacks on some element of the party’s 
policies, financial priorities and political stunts. 

He has been most virulent in his opposition to Griffin’s 
increasingly populist style, which has driven him to ditch 
core policies on the hoof for short term political gain and 
publicity. For example, Griffin embraced Hindu and Sikh 
nationalists in a common anti-Islamic front, diluted the 
party’s policy on homosexuality and adopted as BNP 
candidates a man with a black Zimbabwean son-in-law 
and another with a black Kenyan wife. 

However, Tyndall has always been careful to direct his 
criticism towards the leadership while preaching loyalty 
to the party. He has always advised his supporters to 
remain in the BNP and has not sold Spearhead inside 
party meetings since it was proscribed. 

Tyndall has thus avoided giving Griffin an opportunity 
to expel him, which has left Griffin with a difficult 
dilemma. He has long wanted Tyndall out of the party 
but was acutely aware that by simply expelling him the 
former leader could well become a magnet for anyone 
with a grievance against the leadership. 

Griffin’s ideal scenario would have been for Tyndall 
to go voluntarily, preferably after being soundly beaten 
in a leadership contest. Not only would Griffin emerge 
as a stronger and undisputed leader but he would be 


able to argue that the BNP had finally ditched its 
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extremist past once and for all. Tyndall, meanwhile, 
would be humiliated and left in the political wilderness 
with a small band of increasingly elderly supporters. 
His political career would be finished. 

This was a scenario of which Tyndall was only too fully 
aware and explains why he has repeatedly retreated from 
any leadership challenge over the past two years. 

It is because of the obvious political benefits that 
Griffin would reap from Tyndall walking out of the party 
in disgust at its “respectable” image that makes the 
expulsion so surprising. One can only conclude that 
Griffin felt he had no other option and considered 
that the political risks involved far outweighed those of 
allowing Tyndall a free run in the party. 

Griffin and Lecomber have become increasingly 
concerned in recent months at the growing 
disillusionment among many party members towards 
the leadership. While they would have expected nothing 
less from the decreasing number of Tyndallites left in the 
party, this unease has spread to formerly loyal activists. 

In Scotland the Edinburgh organiser, David Edgar, and 
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Glasgow stalwart, Steve Cartwright, have both resigned 
in disgust over the party’s adoption of candidates with 
black relatives. 

The London region has become a virtually no-go area 
for Griffin and the thoroughly despised Lecomber. All bar 
two of the London organisers signed a recent petition 
drawn up by Chris Roberts, the London regional 
organiser, calling on Griffin to remove Lecomber from 
any position of influence over London and Essex BNP. 

Making matters worse is the current feeling among 
many London activists that next year’s mayoral and 
London Assembly elections will be largely ignored by a 
leadership obsessed with prioritising the European 
elections. It is no coincidence, some say, that Griffin is 
keen to make the European elections a priority because 
he is due to top the party’s list in the Northwest. 

Even in the Southwest, a strong pro-Griffin region, 
there have murmurings of discontent towards Lecomber. 
His rude and abrasive manner is thoroughly disliked 
among local organisers. 

But it is in the Northwest where opposition is reaching 
fever pitch. Burnley, Clitheroe, Pendle, Bolton, Rochdale 
and Stockport BNP branches are all led by organisers 
hostile to Griffin. In Blackburn, it was only Lecomber’s 
intervention on two separate occasions that prevented 
local activists deposing Robin Evans, a Griffin loyalist and 
local councillor, from his position as branch organiser. 

The first move to oust Evans, supported by 
branch organisers from across Lancashire, contributed 
to the resignation of Chris Jackson as regional organiser. 
He was replaced by Bev Jones, but as a newcomer to the 
party she has failed to ease the disquiet. 

Even more alarming for the party leadership was the 
rapturous reception given to Tyndall when he spoke at a 
Halifax BNP meeting in June. Sharing the platform with 
Tyndall was Richard Mulhall, one of the party’s two 


































councillors in the town. 

Yorkshire BNP has been beset with its own internal 
problems of late. Several activists have either joined or 
regularly attend White Nationalist Party events, a fact 
that forced Griffin to proscribe the organisation in the 
BNP’s June members’ bulletin. 

Then there has been the increasingly bitter dispute 
between the one-time Bradford organiser, Arthur 
Bentley, and Mark Collett (who is known affectionately 
among some local activists as “Jew boy”). An attempt by 
Collett to get the party to expel Bentley was only stopped 
by the threat of legal action. 

It is against this background that Tyndall’s recent 
speaking tour has set alarm bells ringing among 
members. While many of those feeling aggrieved at the 
leadership may not be natural Tyndall supporters — the 
Burnley branch being a case in point — the heavy-handed 
approach of Griffin and Lecomber is alienating some 
members so much that the former leader is becoming a 
magnet for the discontented. 

Trouble in Scotland, London and even anti-Lecomber 
feelings in the Southwest can be ignored because they 
pose no real threat to the party leadership, but the 
Northwest and Yorkshire matter. But in going for Tyndall, 
Griffin is not only ignoring the true causes of the 
discontent, but could actually end up fanning the flames. 

Tyndall, Edmonds and Morse have virtually no chance of 
winning at the tribunal that has been set up to hear the 
case. The recent organisers’ bulletin setting out the charges 
also included a political justification of why the three men 
should no longer be in the party. Their only hope will be in 
mobilising so much opposition within the party that the 
leadership will be forced to back down. 

This is unlikely given the political fallout for the 
leadership if it capitulates to Tyndall, but it is not without 
precedent. In 2000 an attempt to expel Sharron and Steve 
Edwards from the BNP at that time vice chairman and West 
Midlands regional organiser respectively, was overturned 
as a result of internal pressure. The culmination of the 
campaign to reinstate the pair was an open meeting 
attended by over 120 activists at which Lecomber was 
called to defend the leadership's position. Griffin, who 
Lecomber had claimed was unable to attend, was 
eventually discovered hiding behind the curtains at the 


_ back of the stage. He was forced to emerge and reinstate 
_ the couple. 


As Searchlight goes to press, Tyndall is due to address a 


BNP meeting in Clitheroe, a small town close to Burnley, 


in what is likely to become an anti-Griffin rally. Griffin 


and Lecomber have tried in vain to get the meeting 
- cancelled but the local organiser is standing his ground. 


_ Elsewhere across the north rumblings of disapproval are 
_ being heard, including those of several BNP councillors. 
_ While Griffin's supporters vastly outnumber Tyndall’s 
_ within the party, the former leader has a few powerful 
_ friends. In particular it appears that Burnley is siding 
with Tyndall and, while Griffin has no choice but to see 
_ the expulsions through, it remains to be seen at what 
personal and political cost. 

yndall has been an active nazi for over 40 years but 
e appears to be entering his final battle. While he is 
nlikely to remain in the party he formed in 1982, the 
allout could have enormous consequences. Griffin 
| must hope that when all is said and done few, and in 
particular not the Burnley councillors, will walk out 
of the party in sympathy. But that remains the great 
nknown. 

riffin is playing a high-risk strategy and it is one 
at might very well blow up in his face. 
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BROXBOURNE AGAINST 
RACISM RESPONDS 
TO THE BNP’S ONLY 

HOME COUNTIES’ WIN 


by lan Dust, Broxbourne Against Racism 





Local people 
march 
against 
racism to 
show their 
disgust at the 
election of a 
BNP 
councillor 


COMFORTABLY NESTED NORTH of the M25, and well 
outside metropolitan London, the Hertfordshire borough of 
Broxbourne would not normally attract attention. But it put 
itself on the national map on 1 May 2003 with the election 
of the country’s only British National Party councillor in the 
Southeast. 

Ramon Johns became councillor for Rosedale ward with 
48% of the vote in a 31% turnout. In previous years, the 
Conservatives held this as a safe seat with nearly 70% of 
the vote, no Liberal Democrat candidate and little 
opposition from Labour. 

But with hindsight, there were telling signs. 

In the run up to the elections, with 33 sitting 
Conservatives against two Labour and one independent, the 
ruling Tory group saw little need to fight hard. 

Squabbles over council funding had led to record council 
tax rises. Labour and the Conservatives fought negative 
campaigns over who was responsible. 

Rosedale is the borough’s smallest ward, a former GLC 
housing estate with good quality housing bought by the 
former tenants. The BNP leafleted the ward heavily, 
claiming that asylum seekers were flooding the borough 
and that the council tax was rising as a result. In reality, 
the council does not house a single asylum seeker, but this 
cut little ice with voters. 

Local parties had focused more on Cheshunt North ward, 
where the BNP’s candidate last year had scored a worrying 
13%. But with no London elections, a couple of dozen BNP 
activists descended on the area. 

At the same time, Rosedale’s Conservative candidate, 
Mandy Hayward, found herself in the national press after 
she performed a mercy dash to get her seriously ill father to 


hospital several hundred miles away. Ms Hayward, a former 
deputy leader of the council, put her family’s needs ahead 
of her canvassing and the BNP took full advantage. 

The Anti Nazi League organised counter-leafleting but 
with no established local base or tradition in the area, it had 
little impact. 

Johns is a former regional treasurer of the National Front 
who moved to the BNP along with most of the organisation. 
In a press interview, he referred regretfully to his mixed race 
granddaughters, saying: “You don’t take it out on the 
children.” Asked his view on the Holocaust, he refused to 
comment. 

The Anti Nazi League organised a street stall the weekend 
after the elections. This was followed by a_ peaceful 
demonstration outside the BNP councillor’s first council 
meeting. Afterwards, protesters agreed to meet more 
formally and Broxbourne Against Racism (BAR) was born. 

We are all agreed on the importance of working in 
partnership with local people and a broad range of 
organisations. The borough has low density housing 
surrounded by swathes of green belt, and sits very much in 
the heart of the London commuter belt. It is historically 
conservative, with both small and large C, so we need to 
take account of voter sensitivities if we are to establish 
credibility and influence. 

We've had tremendous support from the trade unions. 
We have decided to remain resolutely independent of party 
politics, but have worked hard to get support from the 
Conservatives, as well as the Liberal Democrats and Labour 
Party (whose support has been far more readily 
forthcoming). 

Trying to establish links in the minds of local people 
between the BNP and neo-Nazi politics has been difficult. 
The truth is too shocking, and years of relatively unopposed 
propaganda means people are reluctant to accept facts. 
But we are patiently exposing the racism and lies that 
underpin the BNP’s local campaign. 

On 28 June we organised a march and rally, something 
never attempted here before! Despite not knowing what to 
expect, we found the Hertfordshire Constabulary more than 
supportive and we developed a surprisingly positive rapport 
with the officers on duty. 

The big day passed off very smoothly. We had a modest 
crowd of 250 and a few intimidating noises from people on 
the route. But the resulting press coverage gave a very 
positive message to those who stayed at home: we are 
peaceful and democratic but we will not flinch from 
exposing the truth about the racist BNR 

In just a few weeks, we have established connections 
with local ethnic minority groups, religious leaders 
and unions. We will be cementing those relationships and 
looking to educate those in our borough who see the BNP 
as a legitimate alternative party. 

Broxbourne’s BNP councillor is unique as the only one on 
a Tory controlled council and the only one in the Southeast. 
But he is in other respects typical of the BNP as a right-wing 
extremist prepared to lie, lie and lie again to try and 
establish credibility and respectability while scapegoating 
minorities and ignoring the people he is elected to 
represent. 

Visit www.broxar.org.uk to find out more. 
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RMT union boots 
out Third Way boss 


THIRD WAY LEADER Patrick Harrington was expelled 
from the RMT rail union last month for serious 
misconduct under the union’s rules. 

An RMT disciplinary hearing was told that Harrington 
had deceived the union by applying for membership 
under a false name. 

Harrington, a veteran far-right activist, is no stranger 
to controversy. When he was a student at North London 
Polytechnic in the mid-1980s, his presence led to a mass 
campaign by students who refused to be taught 
alongside him. In those days he was a leading light in the 
National Front. 

Harrington was one of the key figures in the internal 
NF warfare in the late 1980s alongside the future BNP 
leader Nick Griffin and Derek Holland. While Griffin and 
Holland went with the International Third Position, 
Harrington founded the Third Way and tried to disavow 
his fascist past. 

Bob Crow, the General Secretary of the RMT, told the 
Morning Star, “It is quite clear that Mr Harrington never 
signed up to the aims and objectives of the union — an 
organisation which stands quite clearly against racism 
in any way, shape or form.” 

The RMT’s move follows several other recent 
expulsions of racists and fascists from trade unions. 
Most have been BNP members who were directed by the 
party leadership to join a union so that they could claim 
compensation when they were thrown out. 


Anti-union laws, brought in under the last 


Conservative government forbid trade unions from 
expelling members for belonging to a political party, 
although they can be thrown out for violating union 
rules. 





Court rejects BNP anti-Muslim poster 
appeal 


THE HIGH COURT threw out an appeal last month by a 
BNP regional organiser against his conviction for 
displaying a poster attacking Islam. 

Two judges ruled that the poster was an illegal “public 
expression of attack on all Muslims in this country”. 

Mark Norwood, who is a parish councillor in Gobowen, 
Oswestry, had been found guilty at Oswestry magistrates’ 
court last December after displaying a poster with the 
slogan, “Islam out of Britain”. 

He was fined £300 for the “religiously aggravated” 
offence of putting up words or a sign likely to cause 
harassment, alarm and distress, in the first-floor window 
of his flat. 

Upholding the conviction, Lord Justice Auld said: 
“The words of the poster alone — and even more when 
considered alongside the symbols on the poster of one 
of the twin towers of the World Trade Centre in flames 
and the crescent and the star surrounded by a 
prohibition sign - were clearly racially directed and 
racially insulting. 

“The poster was a public expression of attack on all 
Muslims in this country, urging all who might read it that 
followers of the Islamic religion here should be removed 
from it and warning that their presence here was a threat 
or danger to the British people.” 


Racist prison murder blamed on 
shocking failures 


A two-year Commission for Racial Equality investigation 
into the death of a young Asian prisoner, who was 
battered to death by his racist cellmate, accused the 
Prison Service last month of a “shocking catalogue of 
failure” which justified a formal finding of unlawful 
discrimination. 

The formal CRE investigation into racism in 
the Prison Service identified 20 areas of failure in the 
management systems at Feltham young offenders 
institution, west London, where Zahid Mubarek was 
murdered in March 2000. 

However, the investigation, which is the third official 
inquiry into the murder, did not uncover significant new 
evidence of direct racism in Mubarek’s death. 

The 19-year-old was bludgeoned to death with a table 
leg by his skinhead cellmate, Robert Stewart. 

It is rumoured that a dispute between the Prison 
Service and the CRE over whether there was direct 
evidence of racism involved in the murder delayed 
publication. 

Mubarek’s family have been reported as saying that the 
CRE report left them none the wiser about how a racist 
psychopath was allowed to share a cell with and then 
murder a young man due to be released the following day. 

As Searchlight goes to press the family’s appeal for an 
independent judicial public inquiry is to be heard by the 
House of Lords. 


in 


Left 

No stranger to 
controversy: 

a young and 
petulant 
Patrick 
Harrington 
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BNP PURSUES THE 
GOOSE THAT WON'T 
LAY A GOLDEN EGG | 





by Gerry Gable 


gullible members and sympathisers into once again 
dipping into their pockets may be a con too far. 

Over the past three years the party has been wracked 
with claims, counter claims and lurid allegations about 
the party's finances and how they are controlled and 
spent. The members have had to put up with grand 
extensions to their leader’s Welsh farmhouse, his failed 
second hand car business and a loss-leading series of 
Red, White and Blue so-called family festivals. 

Now party leader Nick Griffin, no doubt with some 
sympathetic backing from more successful European 
and perhaps a few North American comrades, has 
announced to his members via the BNP June Members’ 
Bulletin how their party’s financial fortunes will be 
changed on a massive scale by winning seats in the 
European Parliament in next June's European elections. 

Griffin announces that the BNP will fight every 
European seat in England, as well as an unspecified 
number of seats in Wales and Scotland. He is entirely 
open about why the BNP is doing this. Although he pays 
lip service to “the fightback against Euro federalism’, 
it clear that his main aim is to get his hands on the 
money that he thinks flows like a river of milk and honey 
out of Brussels. But his case for fundraising on the basis 
of what the party will achieve is curiously muddled. 

He starts with the claim that on the basis of the party’s 
national share of the vote in the recent council elections, 
which he puts at 17.3%, the BNP could find itself with 
nine MEPs. Then, presumably aware that the BNP’s 
results in the areas it selected to contest in May cannot 
be repeated in the less favourable areas where it did not 
put up candidates, he makes a downward adjustment to 
“a more realistic maximum of five MEPs”, which he then 
reduces further to “at least two”. 

Even that prediction must be doubtful, as is shown by 
the confidence of the same Members’ Bulletin that the 
BNP would win last month’s council by-election in 
Burnley. The bulletin claimed, “we are the favourites to 
win and ... if we do not, we will have to say that it’s a 
blow”. In the event the BNP’s “former paratrooper” 
candidate duly failed to bring home the bacon, losing to 
the Liberal Democrat. 


Ts: British National Party’s latest wheeze to fool its 
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Griffin loses no space — after all, as is made clear 
elsewhere, the size of the bulletin is limited by the 
capacity of the party’s envelope stuffing machine — in 
getting to the real point, “the political benefits are also 
matched by the financial benefits. Each MEP will, one 
way or the other, help the BNP to the tune of £200,000 
per year! 

“Money on that scale”, the bulletin continues, “will 
transform the party and lead to full time Regional 
Organisers to boost the regions and make our party even 
stronger than before.” Displaying his arithmetic 
prowess, the writer deduces that two MEPs would give 
the party “a cash boost of at least £400,000” and five 
would produce £1 million a year. 

There is an interesting sting in the tail for those who 
might get elected. They will each have to hand over to 
the party what the writer terms “a significant proportion 
of their MEP salary” because “the European Parliament 
is a political springboard, not a gravy train’. 

Yet a gravy train is precisely how the BNP sees the 
European Parliament. An appeal to members requests 
£200,000 to fight the European elections because it will 
result in a European cash injection. Strangely the appeal 
is silent over any political benefit. But those members 
of the public who have made the unfortunate mistake of 
voting for the BNP and those poor fools who believe 
anything Griffin tells them, should be clear that Griffin’s 
line of speculating to accumulate is based on a tissue of 
lies and false accounting. 

His figure of £200,000 a year for each member of the 
European Parliament is not unrealistic. However more 
than half of it consists of allowances for travel and the 
MEP’s office and staff. This is public money and every 
expense must be properly accounted for with receipts 
and documents. 

For example, MEPs get a lump sum travel allowance 
but this is paid only for “proven and authorised 
attendance at meetings of the official organs of the 
European Parliament”. An additional 3,500 euro 
(about £2,450) a year is available “to meet the costs 
incurred in travel undertaken in the performance of 
their duties” but again this is “subject to presentation 
of supporting documents”, such as boarding cards for 


air travel and train tickets. In other words a travel 
allowance is only paid if it is spent. So no profit for the 
BNP there. 

A further £97,000 or so is paid to cover the cost of 
an MEP’s staff such as secretaries and researchers. 
However payments are made only after production of a 
proper employment contract between the MEP and the 
assistant, and the application for the allowance must be 
signed by the assistant. The MEP must also prove that 
tax and national insurance is being paid on the 
assistant’s salary. 

MEPs can claim around £25,000 for office expenses, 
such as rent, heating and lighting, telephone, 
newspapers, computers and other office equipment 
and photocopying. Several MEPs can share an office, 
which may reduce costs, but the allowance may only be 
used to cover legitimate expenses. The rules are 
unambiguous: “The allowance may not be used to 
cover personal expenses or to finance subsidies or gifts 
of a political nature”. 

There is more leeway over the MEP’s own salary, 
which is set at a rate that corresponds with the salary of 
MPs in each state’s national parliament. Even so, we are 
reliably informed that the proposed contract between 
each MEP and the BNP to hand over a large part of their 
salary to the party is on the very fringes of legality and 
might not be tolerated. 

It is clear from the rules of the European Parliament 
that expenses allowances cannot be used for the BNP’s 
election work or to pay for regional organisers, or for 
any other purposes designated as inappropriate. 

For example, the UK Independence Party 

ran into hot water over money it 
donated to support the “metric 

martyr’, a shopkeeper who was 

defying Britain’s metrification laws. 

More money is available to properly 
constituted political groups in the 
European Parliament. Groups such as 
the Christian Democrats, European 
Socialist Party and the Greens receive 
funding related to their size. The BNP 
might be able to tap such funds 
either if they could persuade an 
existing group to have them as 
members or form their own group, 
for which they would need to join 
with MEPs from at least one other 
country. But again, money is not 
dished out without proper 
accountability. 

Either Griffin is deliberately trying 
to con the BNP’s members and 
supporters or he is very naive. 

The Members’ Bulletin also 
reveals the BNP’s worry that it will 
not find enough of the right type of 
people to stand as European 
election candidates, namely 
members without convictions or a 
hardline nazi, racist or anti-Jewish 
past, or even present. The difficulty 
is the condition that candidates 
must all be paid-up members of 
the BNP. 

The same issue of the bulletin 
announces that its new-found 
editor is “on holiday”. He has been 
replaced by someone who writes 


about the BNP’s “fantastic result in Wallsall” (sic). 
What an insult to voters there. 

More sinister is the announcement, under the 
heading “Information appeal”, of the formation of 
the BNP’s own mini Gestapo in the guise of a “Research 
Department”, which will operate under the principle 
that “No information is too trivial”. Its purpose is to set 
up a database on the party’s opponents, especially 
hostile journalists. Strangely, the bulletin expresses 
particular interest in “the private security companies 
who are often used as ‘minders’ for journalists”. 

The BNP claims it is a respectable political party but it 
is difficult to see the difference between its “Research 
Department”, the activities of Hitler's Gestapo and 
Combat 18’s Redwatch website, which publishes 
personal information about anti-fascists in order to 
target them for attack. Indeed Mark Collett, a BNP 
candidate and activist, has threatened to put anti- 
fascists’ details on Redwatch. The Redwatch site is 
frequented by convicted rapists, football thugs, wife 
beaters and drug dealers. 

Many of the BNP’s members and leaders have 
criminal convictions. Judging by the latest Members’ 
Bulletin, they are planning to amass several more. 
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Is Britain a 


soft touch? 


By Dave Renton 


THE DAILY MAIL thinks that “soft touch Britain” is 
the victim of refugee terrorism and refugee crime. 
Everyone has heard the stories about asylum seekers 
receiving benefits, flash cars, living on the best estates. 
Shouldn't we just send all the refugees back? One MORI 
survey in May 2002 asked people what word the media 
used most when referring to asylum seekers and 
refugees. “Illegal immigrant” came top, with 64%, fol- 
lowed by 22% saying “bogus”. One of the most common 
claims is that Britain is too soft. We make it easy for 
people to come here. Health, transport and education 
are crumbling. Shouldn't we look after our own? 

Meanwhile, the press has also made much out of the 
arguments between the government and the courts 
over asylum. The Express has accused “fat cat” lawyers 
of delaying refugee hearings, and making a mint for 
themselves along the way. News that refugees were 
challenging the terms of the 2002 Nationality, 
Immigration and Asylum Act became, “Handouts are 
our right, say migrants”. 

When you get behind the headlines, you soon find 
out that refugees don't have it easy at all. Transport 
companies are fined if they bring people in without the 
right documents. Airlines have taken to removing 
people from flight lists, even ones with valid paperwork, 
rather than risk fines. The government has been trying 
to change the laws to force people to claim asylum 
before they leave. You can just imagine trying that in 
Iraq, or Zimbabwe, the two countries from which most 
people are fleeing now. “Excuse me please, is it OK if 
I defect?” Other categories of people are allowed to 
claim asylum once they’ve arrived in Britain. But if 
asylum seekers don’t claim immediately, they can lose 
all entitlement to benefits. 

This last point has been the issue in a recent legal 
action. Justice Collins was asked to rule on whether it 
was fair that asylum seekers were being denied benefits 
because they claimed “late”. The judge pointed out that 
the law bans asylum seekers from working. So if they 
don't get benefits, how are they supposed to live? 
He then looked at the cases in front of him. One of the 
people in court had been denied benefit because they 
applied for asylum on the afternoon rather than the 
morning of their very first day in Britain. What Justice 
Collins decided was that the Home Office needed to 
take more care with the law. Sure they could tell a failed 
asylum applicant that they couldn’ receive benefits, 
but to penalise someone so severely for handing in a 
form five hours late — that seemed unfair. 

The ruling was careful, patient, complex. The press 
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What the press won’t tell you... 





coverage was simple, prejudiced and full of hate. 
The headline in The Sun was “Asylum Madness ... 
Blunkett Fury as Judge boots out New Asylum Law”. 
The Home Office leaked its anger to the papers, giving 
anonymous quotes to anyone who asked. Long before 
the judge made a ruling, The Sun knew what it thought. 
They didn’t even bother to send a journalist to get the 
facts of the case. But still they waded in. 

Asylum law has changed every year since 1997. As a 
result Britain is now much tougher than other Western 
countries in terms of whom it decides to accept. In 2001 
the UK granted asylum to just 19% of people who 
applied from Afghanistan. In Canada over the same 
period 97% of Afghanis were allowed in. Somali 
applicants had a 92% success rate in Canada, while in 
Britain they had only a 34% chance of getting in. Eight- 
five per cent of Colombian applicants received 
protection in Canada, compared to just 3% here. 

Large numbers of refugees have been jailed on 
arrival, some in de facto prisons, such as the Campsfield 
detention centre near Oxford, others in actual jails, 
including HMP Walton in Liverpool. Whole categories 
of refugees have been denied the right to claim asylum 
en bloc, so that they could not be given the right to 
remain, no matter how harsh their lives had been 
back home. 

Tens of thousands of refugees have been deported. 
Legal support is stretched beyond break point. 
Most subjects of judicial hearings do not have the 
power or the resources to take an appeal very far. 
Instead, they are forced to accept Home Office 
decisions: that the torture they had experienced was 
only mild and not enough to justify asylum; that the 
war they fled was only one in which thousands died 
and so was not genocide; or that they could not really 
fear assassination back home as they had not yet 
been killed. 

Asylum Aid quotes one typical Home Office letter on 
its website: “You state that the men drove you to a place 
one and a half hours away and told you to run before 
they opened fire on you. The Secretary of State 
considers that if they had intended to kill you, they 
would have done so straight away rather than give you 
a chance to escape.” That’s the attitude asylum seekers 
have to deal with. 

Why is it that a Labour government is so determined 
to persecute the most vulnerable people? Why is that 
the press are so willing to follow the story to its end, 
even if it means telling lies on a mass scale? People will 
have different answers depending on how much they 
trust Rupert Murdoch or Tony Blair. The rest of us are 
faced with one simple choice: either we decide to place 
our trust in the hands of the Home Office, the state 
officials and the millionaire bosses of the tabloid 
papers, or we say to refugees “you're welcome here”. 

Why don’t you check it out for yourself? 


Further reading on the web 
@ Asylum Appeals — http://www.asylumaid.org.uk/ 
AA%20pages/appeals.htm 


@ Facts and Figures — 
http://guardian.co.uk/refugees 
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News from the sewers 


Another rat 
breathes his last 


SID CARTHEW, friend of child killers and the assassins of 
Martin Luther King, and mentor to the Halifax branch of the 
British National Party, has died at the age of 67. 

This is of course not how the former BNP boss John 
Tyndall described Carthew in last month’s issue of his 
magazine Spearhead. Tyndall never really lost patience with 
the squat figure of Carthew, his one-time Yorkshire regional 
organiser, even over the past few years when Carthew 
moved from supporting Tyndall to supporting the new leader 
Nick Griffin and back again, only to repeat the process 
weeks later. 

What Tyndall failed to say was that Carthew was a 
hardline National Socialist who had paid his dues in 
murderous fashion in the years of the civil rights struggle 
in the USA. Carthew, a merchant seaman, sat at the feet 
of various South American nazis and their on-the-run 
comrades from Europe in the 1960s. He boasted that 
these were real nazis with a real track record of mass 
murder and political intrigue. 

During his time as a seaman he started to make contacts 
in the US Deep South at the very time that the civil rights 
struggle was at its height. He shared some of these 
contacts with Tyndall, including J B Stoner and Dr Ed Fields, 
both of the National States Rights Party, a racist and Jew- 
hating outfit whose officers were involved in the deaths of 
four young black girls in a bomb attack on a Baptist church 
in Birmingham, Alabama, in 1963. 

Years later Carthew’s name appeared in a book about 
James Earl Ray, the murderer of Martin Luther King, which 
claimed Ray was innocent and used Carthew to corroborate 
an essential part of Ray’s defence. Orders to Kill: The Truth 
Behind the Murder of Martin Luther King, by Dr William 
F Pepper, a lawyer and author, revealed that Carthew had 
been part of a group supplying weapons to nazi outfits 
across the Canadian border. 

An article in Searchlight in January 1996 explained that 
Pepper’s attempt to use Carthew as a witness was flawed 
because he failed to mention Carthew’s nazi activities, past 
and present, so that readers could judge for themselves 
how reliable Carthew’s evidence was. 

In more recent years Carthew settled in Elland, near 
Halifax, West Yorkshire, and became active in the BNP 
He acted as mentor to the BNP’s two local councillors 
in Halifax, Adrian Marsden and Richard Mulhall, both 
of whom are connected with the nazi terror group 
Combat 18. 

When he had had a few too many drinks, he would 
ramble on about the glorious days with his Latin American 





and US nazi pals. He was keen to point out to anybody 
willing to listen that he had been forced to choose between 
his wife and his national socialism and the latter had won. 

In 1993 he was in the forefront of an internal power 
struggle in Yorkshire between the BNP leadership and 
Combat 18 that became violent. He played a major role 
in the “Sunday Club”, which Yorkshire BNP had set up in 
opposition to the Monday Club in the hope of attracting 
local far-right Tories. After a series of right-wing MPs as 
speakers, Tyndall was invited to meet the women with 
flowery hats and the men in three-piece suits. But Tyndall’s 
visit went badly awry when Carthew was unable to restrain 
the BNP supporters present, who were also supporters of 
Combat 18 and the UDA, from asking or rather shouting out 
embarrassing questions at Tyndall. 

Shortly afterwards Tyndall used the excuse of ongoing 
internal feuding to drop Carthew as regional organiser. 

Carthew remained active to the end. When Britain’s nazi 
godfather, Colin Jordan, stood trial in Leeds last year, Carthew 
was prominent among the small band of admiring nazis. 

In the past year Carthew was wheeled out to chair 
meetings of the revived Halifax BNP branch despite Griffin’s 
concerns over having a nazi in such a high profile position. 
Griffin was said to be chewing the rug after Carthew used 
the chair to attack his perceived enemies using some heavy 
anti-Jewish rhetoric. 

While Griffin gave him the cold shoulder, Carthew was 
supported by Mulhall and Marsden, as Carthew informed us 
in an interview shortly before his death. He went on to say 
that the national socialists were seizing back the key region 
of Yorkshire despite Griffin’s public pronouncements that 
there were no nazis in the BNP 

He also mentioned that the stories of Mulhall not being 
too trustworthy with money were of some concern, 
particularly when Mulhall some years ago held on to monies 
collected for Ulster loyalists, which had brought them down 
on his own back. 

Carthew was close to Raymond Pearson, a former 
wealthy backer of Yorkshire Monday Club and the 
Conservative Party, who had forsaken the Tories for the BNP 
Their friendship is alleged to date back to when they served 
together in the merchant navy. But dreams that Pearson 
might lavish his huge financial resources on the BNP were 
shattered very swiftly when, despite his friendship with 
Carthew, Pearson left because of the open thuggery and 
ignorance of the BNP’s newly elected councillors. 

A combination of too much booze and too much 
canvassing in April and May led to Carthew suffering a 
massive heart attack and joining his murderous American 
chums in Valhalla. 





Sid Carthew 
(left) with 
BNP leaders 
in the 1990s 
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OUR ANTI-RACISM INITIATIVE, based on an internationalist 
tradition going back to the origins of our trade union 
movement, is a response to a threat to our pay and working 
conditions on two fronts, firstly the use of cheap labour 
from Eastern Europe and North Africa in international road 
transport and secondly the fact that truck drivers get fined 
thousands of pounds when people try to enter the UK in our 
trailers, whether we know about them or not. 

Both these situations can be a fertile breeding ground for 
racist and national chauvinist prejudice, both can only be 
countered by effective practical campaigning by lorry drivers 
ourselves. We are doing this as our propaganda is based on 
the fact that the internationalist, anti-racist position we put 
forward is also the position which best defends our jobs, 
pay and working conditions. 

The threat to our jobs is epitomised by the name “Willi 
Betz”. This German-based haulage contractor now owns 
over 5,000 tractor units and semi trailers and employs 
double “man” crews. A Mercedes Actross Unit costs 
£80,000, a semi trailer say £25,000. Multiply this by 
5,000 and it is clear that his basic capital investment is 
mega bucks. 

Betz is currently under investigation by the German state 
authorities on charges of suspected corrupt payments to 
Russian state officials. He is rumoured to have been “knee- 
capped” while on a business trip to Georgia. He pays 
Bulgarian, Russian and Romanian drivers about £100 a 
week to live two to a cab the size of a prison cell for three 
months at a time working 20 hours a day. 

A British or EU driver doing the same work gets around 
£400 a week but can legally do only 10 hours driving a day 
as single crew. We have a choice if we are to voice our 
opposition: fight Willi Betz and all he represents or fight the 
drivers and regard “foreigners” as the enemy. 

1/888 Branch believes we should campaign amongst 
these super-exploited workers and provide solidarity and 
support to bring their wages and working conditions up to 
EU standards. The alternative is a “Berlin Wall” either at 
Dover or around the EU. 

The way the road haulage industry is following the British 
merchant navy in its use of cheap labour goes beyond one 
firm like Willi Betz. Haulage owner John Mann, who owns 
trucks taking raw materials to make clothes to Morocco, 
then brings back finished products, has recently replaced his 
British workforce with Moroccans. Nothing wrong with that 
from an internationalist standpoint, what as trade unionists 
we object to is that by paying poverty wages he is reducing 
his costs from 120p a mile to 70p a mile. This situation is 
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Truck drivers organise against racism 


By Rachael Webb, branch secretary Sussex 1/888 Road Transport Branch of the T&GWU 


fraught with the possibilities for prejudice; we need effective 
trade union action to fight prejudice and defend our pay. 


Asylum seekers 

If the current UK government regulations had been 
designed by a card carrying member of the British National 
Party in order to whip up prejudice among truck drivers they 
would hardly be any different. 

We get charged over £2,000 for each person found 
hiding in our trailers. This is a penalty not a fine, so we do 
not get a court case with a right of appeal. A year ago | was 
driving an lrish registered truck from Milan to Dublin when | 
was pulled at Dover. Immigration “Service” officers found 
three people in my trailer. | must admit that when | saw 
them | felt a sense of anger at them as | thought, “you may 
well cost me £6,000”. 

In my case, as a result of an appeal by a group of haulage 
firms, the penalty was withdrawn on a technicality, but this 
enabled the UK Government to put in place even more 
draconian and watertight laws. Now the penalties have 
been increased. 

The aura of paranoia and hysteria surrounding “illegals” 
has mind blowing consequences. A Spanish driver 
disembarking at Dover saw evidence of entry into his trailer 
so he drove round the roundabout at Dover Docks and 
parked outside the police station inside the harbour to 
report it. He was charged £14,000! 

A driver | know reported people in his trailer when he 
parked at Alconbury truck stop after arriving from abroad. 
He was detained at Huntingdon police station for a day for 
investigations while his home was searched, then left to 
walk back from Huntingdon to Alconbury without even an 
apology. As he says, next time he will give them £20 each 
and wish them luck! 


Fighting prejudice 

The picture show sme and my truck getting stuck on the side 
of a mountain south of Pamplona near a village called 
Agreda. The village has a sign with a Star of David, an Islamic 
Crescent and a Christian Cross and a slogan about these 
groups living peacefully in Agreda for centuries. We need 
these kind of sentiments rather than fear and prejudice 
against “others”. We also need practical policies and action. 

When | was caught in the snowdrift | laid out my cooking 
stove and switched on the night heater expecting to have to 
fend for myself for the night. There was a knock on the 
door: it was some locals. “Restaurante sehora?” they asked 
and whisked me off in a four wheel drive. Next day they 
returned with loaves and bread and bottles of wine for the 
other stranded truckers. 

Our branch is building contacts with drivers from other 
countries and the website has a link to a Danish site 
organised by the campaigning journalist Pers Grove- 
Peterson. We need ideas and debate to develop our 
internationalist anti-racist campaign. Our branch is in 
Region 1 of the T&G, which is affiliated to Trade Union 
Friends of Searchlight. We need to meet and discuss with 
other trade unionist in TUFS in order to develop the 
strategies and resources to fight the “Berlin Wall” mentality 
of the BNP and to build our own internationalist campaign. 

Our Union branch produces recruiting material in 
Russian, Bulgarian, Turkish and Serbo-Croat. This material 
can be viewed on www.one888truckdrivers.org.uk — 
click on “Branch Leaflets”. 


dod 


Searchlight Fighting Fund 


There is no let up in our campaign to defeat the 
BNP. In the run-up to the 2003 local elections we 
worked with locally based anti-fascist and anti- 
racist groups defending towns and cities against 
the fascist threat. We helped them produce 
thousands of local leaflets and published 
400,000 copies of our special edition Searchlight 
newspaper. We could not have done this without 
the generous support of trade unions. 

The BNP now has 16 councillors. There is a 
huge amount of work to be done if that number 
is to be reduced rather than grow next year. 

And it is essential that the campaign is waged 

all year round. We urgently need to build a solid 
financial base to continue and extend our 
campaigning work. Trade unionists are the 
backbone of anti-fascist and anti-racist work — 
please support the Searchlight Fighting Fund now. 


We are asking trade unions at national, regional 
and branch level to donate to the campaign. 
We are also asking individual trade unionists to 
make donations and/or commit to a monthly 
standing order. Please help us to build and 
continue the work. Together we will win! 


Name 





Union 





Address 





Postcode 











I enclose my donation of £ 
(Please make cheques payable to Searchlight Fighting Fund) 














Please debit my account with the sum of £ 
immediately and monthly thereafter until cancelled by me in writing. 
Please complete the following (all sections must be completed) 





Your bank name and address 








Post code 





Your account no Sort code 





Pay Searchlight Fighting Fund (account no 81322729, sort code 
40-17-45) HSBC, 183 Moulsham Street, Chelmsford CM2 OLH 


Signature Date 





Please complete all parts of this form and return it to Searchlight 
Fighting Fund PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG. Please do not send it 
direct to your bank. 





44Searchlight has done a tremendous job tracking the activities of the far right and providing that 
information for the movement. Searchlight is now producing information for and supporting communities, 
and working jointly with trade unions. This is a very effective strategy.3) Kevin Curran General Secretary GMB 


Affiliate to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 


By becoming an affiliate you will receive: 
& A copy of Searchlight magazine every month. 
Copies of our newsletter, TUFS NEWS. 


& Special rates on training and educational materials. 
= New affiliates also receive a copy of our book Facing the 


Threat: Fascism and the Labour Movement. 


Affiliate to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 





Trade union activists’ network 


As part of our ongoing campaign against the 
BNP we are asking for all union branches, 
regions and trades councils to nominate two 
activists who will form part of our network and 
whom we can contact directly. This will help us 
to organise quickly at grass-roots level. 


Trade Union activists’ network 


Union 





national/regional/branch (please specify) 





national/regional/branch (please specify) 





Contact name 





Contact name 















































Position Position 
Address Address 

Postcode Postcode 
Telephone (h) (w) Telephone (h) 
Email (w) 
Affiliation rates per year: Fax 
Branch/region £50, national trade unions under 50,000 members £75; 
50,000-100,000 members £100; 100,000-500,000 members £150; more Mobile 
than 500,000 members £200. Cheques payable to Searchlight 

Email 


Return to Trade Union Friends Searchlight 
PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG m Tel 020 7681 8660 m Fax 020 7681 8650 
email tufs@searchlightmagazine.com = www.searchlightmagazine.com 





Return to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 
PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG 





Under the 


Shadow of 
Auschwitz 


Many great thinkers of our time have 
been refugees, forced to leave 
despotic regimes. 

During the 1930s and 1940s a group of 
German-Jewish intellectuals were 
among those who had to flee the Nazis 
when Hitler took power. 

Kate Taylor looks at the work of 

one of these scholars, T W Adorno, 

a member of the ‘Frankfurt School’, and 
shows how his words still hold 
resonance today. 








T W Adorno, 
philosopher 
and one of 
the founding 
fathers of the 
“Frankfurt 
School of 
Marxism” 
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humanitarian crises ensure a constant exodus 

of refugees. Many people, including some in 

influential positions, believe that these people 

are here to take everything, while offering 
nothing. Refugees are characterised as scroungers 
waiting to exploit our “generous” benefits system. 
But history teaches us that some of these people are 
the most gifted of their generations. 

The contribution to science, to history and to 
philosophy of some of those forced to flee Hitler’s 
Nazi regime in the 1930s and 1940s is well 
documented. But with the resurgence of fascism 
and antisemitism both in Britain and abroad, there 
is much that we can still learn from their 
experiences. 

T W Adorno, a philosopher and social theorist, 
formed part of the so-called Frankfurt School that 
flourished in Germany in the 1920s and 1930s, 
alongside other famous German-Jewish neo- 
Marxists such Herbert Marcuse and Walter 
Benjamin. Adorno, despite writing extensively on a 
myriad of topics, was haunted by the ghosts of 
Auschwitz. He wrote copious quantities of material 
on antisemitism and the dangers of fascism in 
modern culture. Adorno and many other members 
of the Frankfurt School knew the impact that the 
Holocaust would have on subsequent generations. 
They had seen it firsthand — forced to spend their 
lives in exile from Nazi Germany contemplating the 
horrors that they witnessed. 

Born in Frankfurt am Main in 1903, the son of a 
Jewish wine merchant and a Catholic mother, the 
musically and academically gifted Adorno gained a 
doctorate in philosophy at the tender age of 21. 

In 1922 he first met Max Horkheimer, the son of 
a Jewish textile manufacturer, who would become a 
lifelong friend and academic collaborator. It was 
Horkheimer who brought Adorno into contact 
with the Institute for Social Research, better known 
as the Frankfurt School. The Institute was founded 
in Frankfurt in 1923 by the likes of Horkheimer 
and Marcuse, and was almost exclusively Jewish. 
The Frankfurt School followed the lead of the 
Western Marxist tradition that gravitated from 
people like Lukacs and Korsch following the First 
World War, but they also created their own vision that 
deviated quite radically from orthodox Marxism. 

At this time Adorno’s circle of friends widened to 
include other Marxist thinkers such as Bloch, 
Bertolt Brecht, Kurt Weill, and Benjamin, who all 
influenced his thinking. Adorno became more 
Marxist in tone, though he was never politically 
aligned, nor was he, so to speak, an activist. 
For Adorno, through his Hegelian reading of Marx, 
the constant and relentless critique of ideology was 
praxis itself. Some have criticised his lack of direct 
activism. But for Adorno there was no separation 
between theory and praxis, it was his most powerful 
tool in seeking to eradicate myth and illusion. 
Adorno was the ultimate exponent of Critical 
Theory, that is, the relentless critique of everything 
existing. For many, Adorno was too bleak and 
negative in his thinking. But it was his refusal to 
accept anything as it was that perhaps 
paradoxically made him the most utopian of all 
thinkers. He held out for nothing less than utopian 
perfection, despite his increasing realisation that 
we would never get there. 


: n an age of genocide and despair, the resulting 


Adorno’s theory combined unique elements for a 
Marxist. He had a strong interest in the psychology of 
fascism and in the things that philosophy alone could 
not explain, and for this he turned to Freud, producing 
fascinating, though sometimes untenable theses. 

The work of Nietzsche has been regarded by many as 
intolerable, due to its linkage to Nazi ideology. But this 
was another interesting combination that appeared in 
his theory. Adorno positively embraced many sections 
of Nietzsche's work. He took ideas from the contentious 
philosopher and entwined them with his own — a move 
that others of his generation would have shirked. 

As the Nazis took hold in Germany, academic life for 
the Institute became increasingly fragile. Its members 
fled, first to Geneva, then to New York. Adorno remained 
in Europe as long as he could, spending time as an 
advanced student at Oxford. He hated American culture 
with a passion, as his later work would testify, and hoped 
to return to Germany. This proved impossible and he 
relented, arriving in New York in 1938. 

Then came a deep personal blow to Adorno. 
Benjamin, a fellow Jewish member of the Frankfurt 
School and academic sparring partner with Adorno, was 
also making the long trip to New York to flee the Nazis. 
Trying to cross the French-Spanish border he was 
refused entry. That night Benjamin committed suicide. 

Adorno wrote on topics ranging from occultism to 
astrology, but the subjects of antisemitism and fascism 
began to consume him. Even his most disparate writings 
all carried the logic that he applied to Nazism: that the 
rational contains the seeds to destructive irrationality. 

During this time, Horkheimer’s secretary has 
commented, “We were all possessed so to speak, of 
the idea that we must beat Hitler and fascism’. 
For Adorno, faced with Hitler, “the nightmare of 
childhood has come true”. 

In the US, he conducted a number of empirical 
studies on antisemitism and prejudice, such as the 
“Research Project on Anti-Semitism” (1941), and most 
famously The Authoritarian Personality (1951). 
This attempted to formulate a Marxist-Freudian theory 
and the identification of the “potentially fascistic 
personality”. 

The Jewish impulse was not as evident in his work as, 
say, in Benjamin’s, but his years in exile forced him to 
confront the fact that he had been forced away because 
of his background. He became obsessed with explaining 
it. It is his pronouncements on the moral and ethical 
repercussions of the Holocaust that offer more lasting 
insights than his empirical studies. 

Auschwitz was to become Adorno’s historical nodal 
point. After Auschwitz nothing could be the same again. 
In the “post-Auschwitz” society how could we live with 
the knowledge of what we have done and what we have 
become? Such was his bleak despair at humanity that he 
famously declared that, “After Auschwitz there can be no 
poetry”. To write it, he felt, would be barbaric. 

“The idea that after the war this life will continue 
‘normally’, or even that culture might be rebuilt is 
idiotic. Millions of Jews have been murdered ... What 
more is this culture waiting for? If the dead are not 
avenged, fascism will, despite everything, get away 
with its victory scot free, and will continue elsewhere. 
The logic of history is as destructive as the people it 
brings to prominence: wherever its momentum carries 
it, it reproduces equivalents of past calamities. 
Normality is death.” 

Just as the critical theorist is part of the landscape that 
he seeks to alter, so too was Adorno part of a more 


horrific landscape that he could never forgive or forget. 

He wrote of survivor guilt asking, “Whether after 
Auschwitz you can go on living — especially one who 
escaped by accident, one who by rights should have 
been killed, may go on living ... this is the drastic guilt of 
him who was spared”. 

And he spoke of the importance of focussing on the 
ethical conduct of life after the Holocaust. The “only 
responsible course”, he concluded, “is to deny oneself 
the ideological misuse of one’s own existence”. Fascism 
did not just show us how the psychology of humankind 
could possess such totalitarian evilness: “Auschwitz 
confirmed the philosopheme of pure identity as death”. 

These considerations are evident in Adorno’s 
and Horkheimer’s most influential collaboration 
The Dialectic of Enlightenment. Antisemitism, they 
believed, was not merely an aberration but part of a 
deeply imprinted schema. Enlightenment, they 
declared, must consider itself if humanity is not to be 
betrayed. That betrayal was the Holocaust, the antidote 
to the rationality that the Western enlightenment 
project was supposed to provide. The book sought to 
answer one key question: “Why mankind instead of 
entering into a truly human condition is sinking into 
a new kind of barbarism?”. 

These words have relevance today. Adorno’s work 
was not just an exposure of the fascism of his day but 
stands as a blueprint to be applied to all prejudice. 
As he showed us, the antisemitism in Nazi Germany 
was not a one off. The British National Party has 
shown us that conspiracy theories against Jews still 
have a role to play. And Adorno was all too clear that 
hatred of Jews came not only from the far right, but 
also from the left and the non-politically aligned, as is 
the case in today’s climate. 

But Adorno would also have hated the current attacks 
on asylum seekers that we see being perpetrated by the 
press and politicians. If he and his fellow members of 
the Frankfurt School had been refused a sanctuary, 
the world would have been deprived of a whole 
generation of gifted philosophers. They were already 
deprived of one, Walter Benjamin, whose greatness was 
never allowed to flourish because he could not reach a 
safe haven. 

We can criticise Adorno for a lot. His attempts to 
incorporate Freud into his work were not always 
successful and some of his diatribes, such as those 
against jazz, were plain silly. His theories on fascism 
were not always right. But significantly of course, 
“The violence that expelled me denied me full 
knowledge”. We still have much to learn from his 
insights, despite their flaws. Towards the end of his life, 
he was increasingly seen as an intellectual who isolated 
himself from the masses and thus lacked a revolutionary 
force for change. This is partly true, but no matter what, 
he always held out unrelentingly for “the entirely other”. 
He remained utopian despite his pessimism. 

Adorno died in 1969 in his native Germany, just as a 
new generation of political activists were sparking the 
“seeds of change”. The legacy of his work, however, lives 
on. But can we ever write poetry again after the horrors 
that we have seen in the past half-century? Adorno was 
adamant that it was unthinkable to do so, but was also 
later to proclaim, “Perennial suffering has as much right 
to expression as a tortured person to scream”. And so 
too, “it is the sufferings of men that should be shared: 
the smallest step towards their pleasures is one towards 
the hardening of their pains”. So perhaps there can be 
poetry after all. 
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A NOVEL OF 
ENDURING LOVE 
IN A TIME OF 
GREAT TERROR 


Out of Place by Lois Keith 

published by Crocus at £7.99. Available from 
Commonword Ltd, 6, Mount Street, 
Manchester M2 5NS (Tel: 0161 832 3777) 
£7.99 + £1.50 p&p. 








Review by Anna Sullivan 


“It was the best of times and the worst of times.” 
So begins Dickens's Tale of Two Cities, a tale of 
tumultuous events in the last years of eighteenth 
century France. The latter part of this quotation has 
relevance to Lois Keith’s novel Out of Place, for her story 
begins in the darkest era of the twentieth century, 1936 
Vienna. As for the best of times, as in Dickens’s novel, 
the reader is drawn into the lives of the characters who 
tell the story and who show that you can endure the 
unendurable with love, courage and friendship. 

Out of Place is the story of Susi and Eva, two children of 
vastly different backgrounds. Susi is the only child of an 


affluent and assimilated Jewish family, while Eva is the 
disabled daughter of the caretaker of the building in 
which both families live. There have been many books 
written about the Shoah. Lois Keith, who is herself 
Jewish, did not set out to write solely of the Nazi genocide 
of European Jewry, for she places Eva as a central 
character of the book. Eva is acceptably Aryan in every 
way except one. She is not physically perfect. And so we 
are introduced to Dr Schwarz (based on the real Dr 
Heinrich Gross, still living in Vienna), who is involved in 
the “euthanasia” programme at Am Spiegelgrund where 
so many disabled children were murdered. Eva’s father 
sees the Nazi movement as his road to self esteem and 
power and is willing to submit his child to Dr Schwarz’s 
programme. His wife does not share his views. She works 
for Susi’s mother and Susi develops a love and 
protectiveness for a much younger child. 

After the Anschluss, when the Nazis were greeted 
rapturously by the Austrian people, it was apparent that 
the Jews had to escape if they could. But what of 
children like Eva? Who would save them? The paradox 
of the story is that for Susi to be Jewish is a death 
sentence but for Eva it is the taking of a Jewish identity 
that saves her. 

Susi, by now 16, takes Eva, aged four, on the 
Kindertransport to England. She gets Eva’s name on 
the list by pretending that she is her Jewish cousin. 
And so the dangerous journey and conspiracy of secrets 
that has saved her life begins. It is to have consequences 
years later, but you must read the book to find out why. 
The way Eva is treated in England as a disabled child is a 
salutary lesson to us in how everyday cruelties can 
become acceptable towards children who even today 
are regarded as having lives of lesser value. The power of 
this story is in its meticulous detail and its direct and 
evocative prose which drives forward this remarkable 
novel of enduring love amid great terror. It should make 
us think again about our own prejudices and give us 
more understanding of people who land on our shores 
seeking sanctuary. 


www.searchlightmagazine.com 


osoft Internet Explorer 





File Edit View. Favorites Tools Help 


Searchlight on the net 





2) http: ivan. searchlightmagazine. com} 





Whatis Searchlight? 
Archive 
Publications 


Trade Union syle 
USA i @ BNP kicked off Gidham ricts 


Its official... 
& Colombia 
The hidden face of Alvaro Uribe... 
@ News fromthe sewers 
Gerry Gable delves into the 
Havering nazi rat nest... S, 


Trade Union News 
@ TUFS News 10 just out 
® KKK boss joins new union 


International Brigade Memorial 
@ Click here for details 


Search Archive: a ~ 
Sp isi 


Bia hirts 


the safemate whe 


Subscribe to 
Searchlight Magazine 


| Magazine Contents | Editorial | Links | 


i 
Searchlight Educational Trust 
This site is currently under construction 


Searchlight Information Services 





beacon against 
facism and 
fascism. 


defied Mussolini 





html version of the Media Pack 


Visit the Searchlight Magazine 
website to access articles from the 
latest and previous magazines. 
SY-re]eHamelelarclcealicmiel@lalielanirlecele 
on fascism and racism in Britain 
and internationally. 

Historical features, interviews and 
much more. 

To find out about fascism past and 
present visit: 
www.searchlightmagazine.com 








No One is Illegal: asylum and 
immigration control past and present 
by Steve Cohen 

published by Trentham Books 

ISBN: 1 85856 291 0 





Review by Kate Taylor 


Most people think there are too many asylum seekers in 
Britain. The messages seeping in from the media and 
politicians have made it seem common sense to blame 
asylum seekers for everything. Disparate social problems 
are suddenly easily solved. Are there too few hospital 
beds? Is there large-scale unemployment? Are deadly 
diseases spreading at an alarming rate? Is there 
insufficient provision for the elderly? Then blame asylum 
seekers. Everyone knows that most of them are “illegal”. 
They come to take advantage of our “generous” benefits 
system and are given preferential treatment over people 
born in this country. 

Thankfully, a new book, No One is Illegal by 
Steve Cohen, puts paid to these myths and helps clear a 
way through the illusions that so easily build up 
prejudice and division against refugees. Cohen writes 
from an anti-racist perspective and, having worked as 
an immigration lawyer, takes us through the murky 
waters of immigration law in an accessible way. 

Many of the restrictions on refugees, we learn, are 
historically and inevitably a product of racism. Cohen's 
argument is that, knowing this, there can be no such 
thing as “fair controls”. 

The first part of the book gives the political 
background. The author goes through over nine decades 
of immigration and welfare law to show why there 
cannot be non-racist controls, because immigration 
rules were always designed to exclude on the basis of 
ethnicity, be that Jewish or any other category of people. 

Part two provides the historical background and 
demonstrates how controls in this country have always 
been used against refugees — starting with the 1905 
Aliens Act. Britain often prides itself as being a nation 
committed to providing a safe haven for people fleeing 
war and despair. Cohen shows that this is often far from 
the case and explains how the law has been used to 
increase restrictions against the oppressed. In 
particular, he highlights how Tamils trying to escape 
persecution in Sri Lanka have faced a myriad of forms of 
mistreatment by the British government in the past 
decade. 

But the Tamils are not the exception, they are the rule. 
Cohen argues that present immigration rules have 
largely been shaped and refined through the experience 
of laws aimed at keeping out Jewish refugees in the first 
half of the twentieth century. 

Today’s almost intolerable conditions for asylum 
seekers is fascinatingly paralleled in the situation of 
Jewish refugees almost a century ago. For instance, a 
number of Iraqi Kurds have attempted suicide after 
been refused asylum in Britain in recent years. Yet the 
distress caused by the refusal to recognise the plight of 
asylum seekers is age-old. In 1910 Bar Chaimovitch 
committed suicide after being refused asylum on 
the grounds that he was being conscripted into the 
notoriously antisemitic Tsarist army. 

And interestingly, we learn that the barbaric 
inventions of today, such as internment camps, are 
anything but new. In the early stages of the Second 


World War, thousands of Jews were locked up in the 
most notorious of internment camps in Bury, near 
Manchester. 

The book emphasises that it is a mistake to accept 
without question liberal views people hold of this 
country with regard to immigration controls and 
treatment of new arrivals. In fact the opposite is true. 
Britain has a history of oppression and exclusion and 
this has been carried through to today, through the law 
and through people's attitudes. 

The third part of the book examines internal welfare 
controls, while part four looks at the international 
aspects of controls and how a global fortress is being 
erected against migrants, immigrants and refugees. 

Part five is important in focusing on resistance and 
campaigns against these incursions. For anti-racists this 
will prove invaluable reading. 

Finally the book looks critically at the arguments for 
“fair” controls and for no immigration controls. Cohen 
argues that immigration controls must either be 
supported or rejected in their entirety. “There is no 
political or moral ground”, he contends, we must reject 
rather than reconstruct immigration controls. Of course 
many will disagree totally with Cohen's proposition, but 
he is being deliberately polemical. He wants the debate 
to happen, rather than be avoided time and time again. 

For those who wish to learn about the laws governing 
immigration and asylum, this book is an invaluable 
resource, presenting complicated facts in a digestible 
manner. No One is Illegal is intentionally contentious, 
offering a starkly opposing view to that which 
we normally see in our media. For this reason alone it is 
a must read for professionals and non-professionals 
alike grappling with the political “hot potato” of asylum 
and immigration. 


Wégar 


asylum and immigration control 
past and present 


Steve Cohen 
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The Labour 
Movement 
and Fascism 


A conference organised by the Society for the Study of Labour History 
and the School of Continuing Education, University of Leeds 


Saturday 8 November 2003, 10.00am - 5.00pm 
At the Continuing Education Building, University of Leeds 


At a time when far-right parties are continuing to advance across Europe, 
this conference returns attention towards the anti-fascist and labour movement traditions of 
past decades. Where have different anti-fascist traditions come from? 
How have Labour-controlled institutions responded to the rise of fascism? 
What has been the role of women or racial minorities who have identified with the Labour Party? 
Has their activity led to the adoption of distinct anti-fascist strategies? 











Keynote speakers: Ken Lunn, Roger Griffin. Other speakers and papers include: 













@ Nigel Copsey, Meeting the Challenge of @ Peter Henderson, Australian Labor, Fascism and 
Contemporary British Fascism? The Labour Party’s the Far Right 

response to the National Front and British National Party B Richard Griffiths, “Neo-socialism” in the 1930s in 
@ Andrezj Olechnowicz, Sir Ernest Baker and the France and Belgium 

National Council of Social Service @ Graham Macklin, Policing British Fascism 1945-1951 
@ Andrew Moore, Antipodean fascism and the M@ lan Goodyer, Rock Against Racism in 1970s Britain 






Australian labour movement 


Toby Abse, The continuity of working-class resistance 
to fascism in Italy, 1919-45 





For directions to the Continuing Education Building 








@ Jessica Irons, The contested image of the people visit the University of Leeds website at: 
during the French Popular Front http://tldynamic.leeds.ac.uk/leisure/alphabet.asp. 
@ Antonio Sonnessa, Factory and Community For other enquiries email sce@leeds.ac.uk. 






opposition to fascism in Turin, 1922-36 









: Tickets £15 waged or supported/ £5 unwaged or 
@ David Renton, The Part played by Labour: students. Make cheques payable to ‘University of 
anti-fascism 1945-51 and 1977-82 Leeds’ and send to Labour History Conference, 
@ Richard Thurlow, The Security Service, the CPGB School of Continuing Education, University of Leeds, 
and British Fascism 1932-51 Leeds, LS2 9JT. 
@ Andrew Harvey, The Hidden Membership, Please enclose an SAE if you require a receipt. 






Class and Gender Demographics of Oswald Mosley’s 
Union Movement 1948-1966 ‘i 
Julie Gottlieb, Feminism and anti-fascism in Britain: I 
Militancy Revived I 
@ Richard Maguire, “The Fascists are to be depended I 
upon”, The British State, Fascists and Strike-Breaking I 
1925 to 1926 I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 









Name 













Address 








@ Nigel Todd, Fascism upon Tyne: Episodes in the 
history of Fascism and Anti-Fascism on Tyneside 
1920s-1990s 

@ Paul Martin, Absences and Silences: unaddressed 
issues in the history of British fascism from the 
perspective of a public historian. 


postcode 





Email 














FRANCE 
Holocaust denier loses appeal 


An appeal by the Holocaust denier Roger Garaudy to 
overturn his conviction under Article 10 (freedom of 
expression) of the European Convention of Human 
Rights was rejected in early July 2003 when the 
European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) declared his 
application inadmissible. Garaudy was convicted of 
“disputing the existence of crimes against humanity” in 
Paris in 1998 as a result of his book, The Founding Myths 
of Israeli Politics, in which he dismissed the existence of 
gas chambers in Nazi concentration camps. He was 
sentenced to nine months in prison and fined £18,000. 

In October 2000, Garaudy appealed to the ECHR, 
which ruled that he had “systematically disputed the 
existence of crimes against humanity which the Nazis 
had committed against the Jewish community” and that 
his writings “constituted a serious threat to public 
order,” as the “real purpose of such a work was to 
rehabilitate the Nazi regime”. That decision has now 
been ratified. 


AUSTRALIA 
Irving film banned 


Australia’s Jewish community has stopped the screening of 
a film made by the British Holocaust denier David Irving. The 
organisers of the Melbourne Underground Film Festival 
called off the event just hours before it was due to start after 
the site’s Jewish landlord cited security concerns. 
The Jewish Community Council in Victoria had earlier filed a 
complaint with the Equal Opportunities Commission on 
the grounds that the film, which vilifies Jewish people 
and incites others to hate Jews, violated Victoria’s Racial 
and Religious Tolerance Act. However Judge Michael Higgins 
said there was insufficient grounds to stop it being shown. 

The film is Irving’s response to being banned from visiting 
Australia. He has been denied entry to Australia three 
times, most recently in January this year, partly as a result 
of his conviction in Germany in 1992 for defaming the 
memory of the dead. 

More than 250 demonstrators turned up outside the 
cinema unaware of the film's cancellation. They included 
Holocaust survivors, Aborigines and Palestinians. 


ARGENTINA 
Inquiry into Nazi exiles 


Argentina's president Nestor Kirchner has ordered an 
investigation into whether officials covered up the true 
extent of exiled Nazis’ links to the Argentine government 
after the Second World War. Responding to international 
pressure, the government launched an inquiry into how 
leading Nazis such as Adolf Eichmann found refuge in 
Argentina after the war. Argentina became a favoured 
hideout of German war criminals, due to the fascist 


sympathies of the then president Juan Peron. At least 
180 Nazi criminals arrived between 1946 and 1950, as 
well as hundreds of other collaborators with the Hitler 
regime, according to the state commission examining 
the issue. After years of official failure to bring this 
sordid chapter of Argentina's history to light, Kirchner’s 
month-old government seems determined to lift the lid 
on the secrets of the past. Argentina has Latin America’s 
largest Jewish community with 300,000 members. 


ROMANIA 
No Holocaust 


The Romanian government has asserted that “in Romania 
between 1940 and 1945 there was no Holocaust”. 
The claim came in a statement issued following the 
government’s approval of a cooperation pact between 
the National Archives of Romania and the US Holocaust 
Memorial Museum in June, which said that the government 
welcomed research on the “Holocaust in Europe”. 

This flies in the face of documented fact. The wartime 
Romanian regime led by the fascist leader lon Antonescu 
was responsible for the death of 380,000 Jews who died 
after being deported to Russia and Hungary. Historians have 
also documented pogroms in Romania, including one in 
June 1941 in the northeastern city of lasi, where up to 
12,000 people were killed when Romanian and German 
soldiers swept from house to house murdering Jewish 
inhabitants. The Romanians, it appears, deny participating 
in these crimes, which are documented by orders issued by 
Antonescu. Nazi documents too point to the brutality, which 
shocked even seasoned Nazi killers, of Romanian troops in 
their areas of occupation. 

There are about 6,000 Jews living in Romania today. 
The Centre for Monitoring and Combating Antisemitism in 
Romania lodged a strong protest immediately following the 
government statement. 


ITALY 
Onwards and upwards 


Gianfranco Fini, who led Italy’s fascist movement into 
the political mainstream, will be given increased powers 
in the Italian government under proposals by Prime 
Minister Silvio Berlusconi. Berlusconi's move marks 
another stage in Fini’s political rise. Now deputy Prime 
Minister, Fini turned the old Italian Social Movement 
(MSD, the successor to Mussolini’s fascists, into the 
more broadly based, but still extreme right-wing, 
National Alliance. In June, Fini demanded more 
involvement by Berlusconi's coalition partners in 
making economic decisions and made it clear that 
unless his wishes were met he would walk out of the 
government and probably bring about its fall. He is 
also demanding that the government put more 
emphasis on issues such as security and support for 
pro-family policies. 
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From Tor Bach in Oslo 


Leading Norwegian nazis have entered into a new 
collaboration with some of their most extreme 
counterparts, Swedish Nationell Ungdom (SNU), in 
Sweden. As a result, leading activists in the Oslo-based 
Boot Boys are now operating under the name Nasjonal 
Ungdom (National Youth). Among those behind the 
project are notorious figures such as Mikkel Vetvik, 
Werner Holm and Dariusz Arnesen. 

From information passed to Monitor, Searchlight’s 
sister paper in Norway, the plans for Norwegian- 
Swedish nazi collaboration were apparently laid down at 
a meeting in Karlstad in Sweden on 6 June, Sweden's 
national day. 

An early indication of the cross-border cooperation is 
that underground train carriages in Oslo have been 
vandalised with National Youth stickers. These are 
identical to the Swedish version and are probably 
printed in the SNU’s printshop. 

The cover of the latest issue of the magazine of 
Svenska Motstandsrérelsen (Swedish Resistance 
Movement) boasts of the plans for an Oslo-Stockholm 
extremist axis with a colour picture showing Holm and 
Vetvik posing as all-too-visible representatives of the 
Norwegian nazis, with a row of other 
Swedish and Norwegian activists. 


Killers and arms theft 

The SNU presents itself as the 
youth organisation of the Swedish 
Resistance Movement and is one 
the most violent parts of the 
Swedish nazi scene. Several SNU 
activists have committed serious 


crimes including murder and 
armed robbery. One of the 
Resistance Movement’s most 


central figures, Klas Lund, was 
convicted for the homicide of an 
anti-fascist in 1986. 

Another nazi with close ties to the 
SNU is Hampus Hiallekant, one of 
three men convicted for the cold- 
blooded assassination of Bjérn 
Séderberg, a Swedish trade union 
activist, in autumn 1999. 

A third person worthy of mention 


Mangkuitur 
= antikultur 





‘Indoktrineringen i sKel 





Norwegian-Swedish axis of violence 


is Christopher Rangne. After a long period of passivity, 
he has now reemerged as an activist in the SNU. In the 
1990s, Rangne was one of the leaders of the White 
Aryan Resistance (VAM) terrorist organisation and was 
convicted for a bank robbery carried out on its behalf. 
Rangne was also a leader of Nationella Alliansen 
(National Alliance), a group that was behind a vicious 
campaign of violence against sellers of Expo, the 
Swedish sister magazine of Monitor and Searchlight. 
Members of the Swedish Resistance Movement were 
also convicted on arms charges linked to the execution- 
style killing of two policemen in 1999. 


Violence and robbery 

On the Norwegian side of the border, the nazi activists 
involved in the bilateral pact are no more law-abiding 
than their Swedish allies. Police estimate that 80 to 85% 
of Boot Boys members have a criminal record. 

Holm, 28, is a typical example. He has been involved 
in a catalogue of violent episodes and was recently freed 
from prison after completing a sentence of two years 
and nine months sentence for a bank raid. 

Vetvik also has several occasions, including one for 
racial violence after an 
incident in 1999 when he 
and two companions broke 
into the home of an African 
apprentice in Stord, on the 
west coast of Norway, and 
slashed him with a bayonet. 

Arnesen was one of the 

most active participants 
during the illegal march to 
commemorate Hitler’s 
deputy Rudolf Hess in 
summer 2000 and has been 
a central figure in the nazi 
scene in the east of Norway 
for several years. He is due 
to appear before a criminal 
court on a number of 
serious charges. 

All three of these louts 
are currently living in a 
nazi squat in As, south 
of Oslo. 


War on ZOG? 

Until now, the main activities of the Boot Boys have been 
to stalk the streets looking for individuals with an ethnic 
minority background, random and cowardly assaults 
and clumsy attempts at petty theft. National Youth in 
Sweden, on the other hand, has a strong tradition of 
directly and murderously attacking the “enemy”, namely 
political opponents and those it perceives as “ZOG’s 
minions’. An examination of the list of people hit by 
members of the SNU, shows that its main victims have 
been journalists, trade union activists, police officers 
and anti-fascists. 

There is therefore a strong possibility that the 
Norwegian nazis — in a bid to win recognition and 
credibility with their Swedish role models and partners — 
will now turn to the same terrorist methods. 


Court’s acquittal of Terje Sjolie, the forme 

of the violent Boot Boys, after he made a virulently 
antisemitic speech at a nazi Rudolf Hess 
commemoration march in August 2000. 

The three petitioners have asked the UN 
Committee to confirm that Articles 4 and 6 of CERD 
have been violated and that Norway does not do 
enough to protect to the country’s ethnic 
minorities from racial harassment. They are also 
asking the Committee to make appropriate 
suggestions and recommendations on how Norway 
should fulfil its obligations under the convention. 
If the Committee sustains the view that the 
country is violating its obligations, this will almost 
certainly indicate the need for amendments to 
Norway’s laws on racism. 

At a joint press conference in June, Rolf Kirchner, 
head of the Jewish community in Oslo, criticised 
the Supreme Court ruling on the grounds that it 
gave carte blanche to racial harassment. Nadeem 
Butt, director of the Anti-racist Centre, joined in the 
condemnation. Guro Fjellanger, spokesperson for 


the Centre Against Ethnic Discrimination, stated 

that the Supreme Court ruling showed the need to 

incorporate the CERD into Norwegian legislation. 
Julius Paltiel, 79, the head of the Jewish 


community in Trondheim, survived several 
concentration camps in Norway, Poland and 
Germany but his mother and brother were murdered 
in the gas chambers of Auschwitz. A dedicated and 
tireless anti-racist and anti-fascist, Mr Paltiel has 
delivered countless speeches to schoolchildren all 
over Norway. Commenting on Sjolie’s acquittal, 
he left no doubt about his disgust at the decision: 
“The Supreme Court seems to have lost direction 
completely. When | heard about the verdict, | was 
astonished. | told myself that this could not 
be true.” 

Mr Paltiel is one of just two of the 23 Norwegian 
Jews who survived Auschwitz who are still alive 
today. He explained that, “The Supreme Court’s 
verdict throws scorn on those minorities that are 
suffering the harassment we thought would end 
when we got rid of the Nazi party. That the few of us 
who survived the death camps should be spat at in 


this way by the Norwegian aut tic is 


» 

















From Jeroen Bosch of Alert!/AFA 


IN RECENT MONTHS, tension between ethnic groups 
in Dutch schools has grown so much that the new 
Christian Democrat Minister of Education, Maria van 
der Hoeven, has introduced guidelines for schools to 
help them regulate the clothes worn by pupils. 

Discussion about the wearing of the Nikaab, which 
covers the whole body apart from the eyes, by Muslim 
girls at an Amsterdam school spread to other schools 
where neither the Nikaab nor other forms of Muslim 
dress are worn. The discussion did, however, prompt the 
Dutch Commission for Equality to recommend that 
the Nikaab should not be worn in schools, on the grounds 
that this type of clothing frustrates teacher-pupil 
communication. Although the Commission's guidelines 
are not formal rules, its advice is generally followed. 

The wearing of the traditional Muslim headscarf has 
already been the subject of fierce discussion in Dutch 
society, not least after the late right-wing populist, 
Pim Fortuyn, declared what he called a “cold war” on 
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Islam. Some schools in the country, especially those with a 
strong Christian identity, do not allow Muslim girls to wear 
headscarves, ignoring the fact that many of them wear the 
scarf as a signal of cultural identity rather than as an 
expression of fundamentalism. Discussion continues over 
whether the prohibition of headscarves conflicts with 
freedom of religion or is within the principle that schools 
should not make exceptions for particular religions. 
Debate on these issues is not unhealthy in itself, but in 
recent months some schools in the smaller towns have 
experienced outbreaks of clashes between white pupils 
sporting full skinhead outfit and Moroccan youngsters. 
Integration and upward economic mobility have 
brought about the new phenomenon that “foreigners” — 
mostly third generation Turks or Moroccans — are no 
longer only found in the bigger cities but also in smaller 
towns and villages. However Dutch society has grown 
“harsher” and criticisms of the multicultural society by 
politicians are now being picked up by white youths 


who feel themselves threatened. 

Some white youngsters are assuming extremist 
positions and dressing up as street gang members, 
skinheads or punks. Rows and clashes have broken out, 
not only between white and “foreign” youths but also 
between white youngsters who have lined themselves 
up into rival groups of “skinheads” and “alternative 
youth’, for example at a school in Limburg in the south 
of The Netherlands. 

Schools and the Dutch public alike have been plunged 
into shock by the extent of knowledge that youngsters 
dressed as skinheads display about Hitler's date of birth 
and by their hatred of Jews. This knowledge is largely 
gleaned from the internet rather than from any direct 
involvement in racist or fascist groups. More worrying is 
the fact that their efforts to “organise” themselves erupt 
into racist violence against mosques or refugees. 

Especially popular among white youths who allow 
themselves to be swept up by this development is using 
the letters of the name “Lonsdale”, a brand much favoured 
by nazi skins, to spell out in Dutch: “Let us Dutch together 
slowly execute the foreigners”. These youngsters have 
developed a whole system of coded communication 
through their outfits, including Fred Perry shirts, the “code 
number’ 88, white shoelaces, etc, and they are aware that 
their opponents also know the meaning of such gear. 

Identification with these styles has _ serious 
consequences. In a small town near Eindhoven, a gang 
of racist youths armed with baseball bats and helmets 
were able to terrorise a Somali family for weeks before 
the police intervened and arrested six of them. 

In other villages groups of as many as 30 white 
youngsters describe themselves as extreme right-wing 
and spray graffiti including swastika or glorifying 
Fortuyn. Gangs of white youths in cars and on scooters 
intimidate migrants in small towns and on one occasion 
a gun was used to threaten a migrant who was told, 
“Return to your country or we will shoot you”. 

In some city councils in the province of Brabant, 
questions are being asked because of the sheer number 
of complaints of harassment that foreign people have 
filed. Schools and youth centres are trying to react to the 
problem with increased education and discussion about 
fascism, Nazism and the Holocaust. 

At the beginning of June, a previously unheard of 
“Committee of Concerned Civilians” damaged the locks 
on the gates of the mosque in Eindhoven, barred the 
entrance with a big chain and sent a statement to the 
local press. They then threatened the city’s mayor in an 
attempt to force him to close the mosque. Two weeks 


later, a petrol bomb was hurled into Eindhoven’s Islamic 
school. The five youngsters, aged between 16 and 23, 
who were arrested for the offence some weeks later 
claimed they “just hate foreigners and the multicultural 
society”. According to police investigations, the five are 
not involved in any right-wing or fascist groups. 

It was, of course, only a matter of time before the 
Nationalist Youth Brabant (NJB), a section of the nazi 
National Movement (NB), which is illegally occupying a 
huge former military barracks nearby as a base for its 
activities, would try to mobilise this hate. The NJB 
distributed a leaflet in the small town of Eersel 
demanding that “Dutch people should again be the boss 
in their own country” and calling for “struggle against 
the people in power, not against the Somali refugees”. 

“Those in power won't sleep a minute less,” it went on, 
“if they learn of an attack on a refugee. They will only use 
it to take measures against those who really oppose 
them.” A day later, though, anti-Islam posters appeared 
all over Eindhoven. 

MPs from the social democratic PvdA have raised 
questions in parliament about ethnic tensions in 
schools and the Education Minister has confirmed that, 
for the moment at least, many so-called “white power 
youths” have no real ambition to become members of 
racist or fascist organisations but just hate the 
multicultural society and download their extreme ideas 
and codes from racist sites on the internet. 

The same minister then drew up the guidelines on 
headscarves. Clothes associated with racism and the 
extreme right, however, are still generally permitted on 
the grounds of the freedom of speech although they can 
now be banned, if necessary, to prevent disorder at school. 

With its new guidelines, the Dutch government is 
hoping to combat polarisation of school students but 
what will it do about extreme right-wing youngsters when 
they are not at school and when they organise themselves 
into violent gangs outside the school environment? 
This is a problem for the whole of Dutch society and it is 
probably only a matter of time before someone dies as a 
result of the mounting racial tension and hatred. It is also 
the responsibility of the whole of society, not least 
politicians and those who help shape public opinion, to 
desist from stirring up the kind of racial tension that can 
be seen almost every week in the media. 

In the meantime, racist and fascist parties and 
organisations are being given a free platform to try to 
latch onto an unprecedented number of youngsters who 
are showing themselves capable of carrying hate crimes 
without even belonging to the extreme right. 


Lonsdale: 

a favourite 
brand among 
nazi skins 
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World View 


From Karl Pfeifer in Vienna 


Former Freedom Party councillor 
arrested for reviving Nazism 


A FORMER RIGHT-WING extremist Freedom Party (FPO) 
local councillor, who is Austria’s most active Holocaust 
denier, has been arrested in Vienna. 

The Austrian authorities claim to be keen fighters 
against the revival of National Socialism but their 
arrest warrant against Wolfgang Frohlich was actually 
issued two years ago. In the meantime, Frohlich has 
been distributing a book and more recently a CD titled 
“The Gas Chamber Fraud” in Austria. 

The CD is also promoted by the infamous 
Australian Holocaust denial outfit, the Adelaide 
Institute, which let the cat out of the bag by 
declaring that Frohlich “details his own research and 
findings and states concisely how assertions about 
the gas chambers are ‘psychological terrorism’”. 
“To date,” say the Australian antisemites, “he has 
sent off 800 CDs to individuals within the whole 
spectrum of Austrian society”, in the hope that “this 
action will hasten the end of the ‘Holohoax’ that 
millions of Jews were gassed”. 

According to reports from the Austrian Press Agency 
(APA), Frohlich was found with a contacts list linking 
him to right-wing extremists in Germany and Austria. 
Until 1995 he was an FPO councillor in Vienna but was 
excluded from the party after a xenophobic outburst 
about the “bastardisation” of Austria. 

In a letter to the Iranian embassy in May 2000, 
requesting political asylum in the building, Frohlich 
stated: “About a year ago, a representative of this 
lobby — the ‘Holocaust’ Lobby - approached me in an 
attempt to persuade me to modify the technical report 
concerning Zyklon-B gas chambers that | had prepared 
in connection with the sham political case against 
Herr Jurgen Graf in Switzerland. He wanted me to 
modify my report to the effect that the disinfecting 
chemical, Zyklon-B, could ‘in some way’ have been 
used for mass murder. In fact, he offered me an 
amount of $5 million for doing so! Of course, | rejected 
his offer.” 

During the court hearings against the Swiss 
revisionist in 1998, Graf’s defence lawyer wanted to 
nominate Frohlich as an “expert” witness. This move 
caused some trouble in court when Frohlich was duly 
presented as a “pest control specialist”. Questioned 
by the presiding judge, he denied the existence of 
gas chambers in Nazi Germany, which resulted in the 
Swiss state attorney threatening to bring a case 
against him. Gas chamber denial is prohibited under 
Swiss law. 

At this point the gaggle of right-wing extremists in 
court to show their support for Graf started to shout 
and bawl. Their protests were to no avail because the 
court rejected Frohlich as an “expert” witness. 

It remains to be seen whether Frohlich will be 
convicted and sent to prison or be declared insane, as 
was once done in the case of another Austrian 
Holocaust denier, Emil Lachout. 
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Ulitra-left group lines up with 
Holocaust denier 


AN AUSTRIAN ULTRA-LEFT “anti-imperialist” group has 
published an article expressing solidarity with an economics 
and statistics professor in Jordan who, it claims, was “fired 
for his solidarity with Palestinians and Iraq”. The so-called 
Antiimperialistische Koordination (AIK) goes on to describe 
Dr Ibrahim Alloush as “one of the most important persons 
in the progressive Pan-Arabic movement”. 

Alloush’s name, however, is not entirely unfamiliar to 
anti-fascists because he is an official of the Jordanian 
“Association against Zionism and Racism”, a member of the 
editorial board of the online “Free Arab Voice” and a 
member of the Jordanian Writers’ Association, which 
presents itself as the Jordanian mouthpiece of the Intifada. 

In numerous articles, published in the Arab media, Alloush 
has assiduously represented the “revisionist”, Holocaust 
denial viewpoint. He has also published several articles in 
the Journal for Historical Review, the mouthpiece of the 
US-based antisemitic Institute for Historical Review (IHR). 
In its May-June 2001 edition, for example, he wrote an 
article titled “Between public relations and self-alienation: 
Arab intellectuals and the ‘Holocaust’”. The same issue also 
carried an interview with him. 

In one of his contributions to the IHR rag, Alloush offers 
advice to the crew of nazis and white supremacists who 
publish it: “What | am suggesting here,” he says, “is that 
efforts be made to reach people from different continents, 
races, and ideological affiliations. For example, in the Arab 
world, many supporters of revisionism are leftists. For them, 
the myths of the ‘Holocaust’ are associated with rationalising 
Zionist and imperialist hegemony in the Arab world.” 

The day after Alloush’s links with the IHR were exposed, the 
AIK published a disclaimer asking “victims of the annihilation 
machine” to pardon its “mistake”. This approach follows the 
well-worn tradition established by the right-wing extremist 
leader, Jorg Haider, who, after voicing his “Austronazi” views 
often asks the victims of Nazism to pardon him, thus implying 
that all other Austrians share his views. 

On 1 July the AIK again published a letter of solidarity with 
Alloush and the Islamists, claiming that they are, despite 
“their reactionary views”, allies of the anti-imperialists. 
Of course, it is no mere “error” that the AIK promotes the 
Holocaust denier Alloush because it knows full well that 
hatred of the state of Israel unifies nazis, Islamic extremists 
and so-called leftists like themselves who are only too ready 
to make common cause with Holocaust deniers. 

The AIK, even if it is an obscure ultra-leftist sect, is also 
not an unknown quantity in Austria. Earlier this year, the AIK 
was the subject of a dossier on left-wing antisemitism 
masquerading as “anti-Zionism” published by the 
internationally respected Documentation Centre of Austrian 
Resistance (DOW). 

When the DOW published the exposé of the AIK on its 
website, it produced a very strange reaction from John 
Bunzl, a “Middle East expert”, university lecturer and 
staff member of the Austrian Institute for International 
Affairs. Without saying a single word about the concrete 
facts contained in the dossier, Bunzl suggested that the 
DOW brands every criticism of Israel as antisemitism. 
Significantly, however, Bunzl did not in any way distance 
himself from the antisemitic statements of the AIK. 
His vicious attack on the DOW — which was founded in 
1963 by former resistance fighters, victims of Nazi 
persecution and committed academics to combat those 
who wanted to write fascism out of Austrian (and 
German) history and memory — says more about him 
than it does about the DOW. 
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From Tammy Wild in Berlin 


Unregretful nazis on trial for sadistic murder 


THREE NAZIS HAVE sat in a courtroom since the end 
of May, silent and unmoved by the horrific catalogue of 
evidence presented against them. They are accused of the 
fiendish murder of a 16-year-old “hip-hopper” on 13 July 
2002. Marinus Schdberl died in a disused barn near the 
village of Potzlow, which has a population of just 600, 
because he did not fit the world view of the right-wing 
extremist-dominated local youth culture. 

Schdberl’s flapping hip-hop trousers and his dyed blonde 
hair were, apparently, an affront to the three men, Marco S, 
24, his brother Marcel S, 18, and Sebastian F, 18, who are 
now sitting in the dock charged with his murder. 

All three belong to the nazi scene in and around 
Neuruppin, Brandenburg. Marco S, in particular, is well 
known in the region as a brutish thug. In August last year, 
just a month after Schdberl’s murder, he attacked a refugee 
from Sierra Leone in Prenzlau and was jailed for three years 
after being convicted in a fast-track trial. 

Their written confessions, which their lawyers read out to 
the Neuruppin court, contain little regret. Marcel S, who 
tattooed his leg with a swastika while on remand, claimed 
he had “a blackout” when he jumped on Schdberl’s head 
and said, “I did not want to kill him”. Whatever he might 
claim, the confessions of the accused and the witness 
statements heard by the court paint an accurate picture of 
the events that led to Schéberl’s death. 

The court heard, for example, how the three had sat 
together with other villagers, including local drunks, playing 
cards and boozing during the evening. Sitting nearby was 
Schoberl, a youngster with a speech impediment and 
dressed in hip-hop style. 

After one of the old drunkards had staggered home and 
the others had slumped in their chairs, the only people still 
fully awake were the three nazis and Schdberl, whose 
appearance had caught their sinister attention. 

“A decent German doesn’t wear clobber like that,” the 
heavy-booted and shaven-headed trio taunted him, 
demanding that he admit to being “a Jew”. They then set 
about him with their fists, poured a mixture of beer and 
spirits over him and started to kick him. 

After a while, they decided to have even more sadistic 
“fun” with their hapless and terror-stricken victim and 
dragged him to a disused agricultural production 
cooperative on the edge of the village. Their motive, they 
said, was to “put the wind up” Schdberl. 

In a former pigsty at the plant, they continued their 
assault, playing out in remorseless reality the opening 
scene of the sickeningly violent US cult film American 
History X, with which they were very familiar. Copying the 
film scenario, they forced Schdberl to bite the edge of a 
fodder trough while Marcel S jumped on his head. As his by 
now unconscious and disfigured victim lay there, he hurled 
a concrete block at his head. 

After four hours of hideous agony and torture Schdberl 


finally died. To round off their evening’s pleasure, his 
killers “disappeared” him by pitching his body into a liquid 
manure pit. 

Key witnesses in the case — two young men and a young 
woman — spoke to the court in a manner that suggested 
that they were still too traumatised to articulate what they. 
experienced later in November 2002 when, four months 
after Schdberl’s disappearance, a few young people from 
the village were chatting about it and what might have 
happened to him. 

Among them and in boastful mood was Marcel S. 
“Give me 25 euro and I'll show you Marinus,” he said, 
according to a 19-year-old male witness. The witness was 
sceptical, as was Marcel S’s girlfriend, but on the evening 
of 15 November both of them went along to the pigsty 
and the liquid manure pit in which Schdberl’s corpse had 
been concealed. 

“Marcel had a torch and a hatchet with him,” said the 
witness. “He scratched around in the earth and then a head 
showed up. Using the hatchet, he clouted it,” the witness 
added, “and it cracked”. Describing how Marcel then 
screamed “you filthy sow, you pig!” the witness hung his 
head while Marcel S merely gazed ahead palely and rigidly. 

The witness went on to describe how Marcel S 
threatened him and his girlfriend with the hatchet saying, “If 
you go to the police, it’ll be your turn”. Marcel S’s girlfriend, 
18, told the court that she took the hatchet from him 
because she was afraid he would lose contro! of himself. 

Word of what had happened quickly got round the youth 
club in the neighbouring village of Strehlow and a 16-year- 
old boy — also now a witness — went with friends to the scene 
of the crime. “I dug,” he explained haltingly to the court, 
“put, actually, | didn’t want to”. They then opened parts of 
Schoberl’s smashed-in head, his chest and arm bones. 

The same witness related how, when he showed his fear, 
a skinhead girl, Nicole B, threw pepper spray in his face and 
threatened to kill him. Nicole B was Marco S's girlfriend. 

One can easily imagine what went on, that lazy November 
Sunday, in a provincial village where almost everyone knew 
something and nobody said anything. But the secret they 
harboured was too big to keep and rumours spread. 

When the tales finally reached small children in the 
village, they too wanted to see and raced together, 
equipped with sticks, to the old cooperative where they 
uncovered the body. One of the children then called the 
police anonymously and the horrifying truth finally emerged 
that the bestially murdered Marinus Schdéberl had lain in the 
liquid manure pit for four months. 

“Of the right-wing extremist background to this deed 
there is no doubt. The accused are well known right-wing 
radicals,” states Gerd Schnittcher, the senior public 
prosecutor. Demanding the harshest sentence, he points 
out that Marinus Schdberl had to die because his killers 
regarded him as “unworthy of life”. 


By Devin Burghart in Chicago 
Casting their Lott 


The Council of Conservative Citizens convenes near Memphis 


“IT’S LATER THAN YOU THINK,” declared Sam Francis, 
the editor of the Council of Conservative Citizens 
(CofCC) newspaper, The Citizens Informer. Francis, one 
of the leading white nationalist figures in the United 
States, roused the audience by underscoring the 
demographic changes that he believes could make 
white people a minority in the US in as little as 20 years. 

Francis’s dire warnings of the “assault on white 
culture” echoed throughout the 2003 National 
Conference of the Council of Conservative Citizens held 
20-21 June in Olive Branch, Mississippi. The community 
just south of Memphis, Tennessee, narrowly escaped 
being a Civil War battlefield, but nearly a century and a 
half later, the CofCC used the conference facility nestled 
next to a golf course to raise the Confederate Battle Flag 
and dig in for a new fight. 

The weekend began with a closed-door board meeting 
where they developed a six-month action plan for the 
15,000-member organisation. The board agreed to 
several initiatives: an appeal to whites who have fled 
to the suburbs, promotion of their video attacking the 
Frankfurt School and political correctness, a prolonged 
assault against proponents of slavery reparations, and 
an “anti-censorship” campaign. 

Attendance at this year’s event was down significantly 
from previous years, with fewer than 80 participants. 
The mostly middle-aged and elderly crowd was first 
treated to a panel entitled “Recruiting Young People”. 

CofCC national secretary Leonard Wilson introduced 
the panel by asking, “imagine if [segregationist Dixiecrat 
candidate] Strom Thurmond had been elected 
President?” The invocation of the phrase that created a 
political dilemma for US Senator Trent Lott months 
earlier elicited applause from the audience. 

There was a lot of talk about Lott. Another speaker 
remarked that Lott's apology for his remarks on Black 
Entertainment Television was a low mark for the white 
cause, which was also greeted by raucous applause. 
There was general agreement that Lott stabbed them in 
the back when his connections to the CofCC resurfaced. 

The Lott fallout was undoubtedly one reason for the 
low attendance. Another reason: competition. It was a 
busy weekend for white nationalist conferences. Out in 
the Pacific Northwest, the Aryan Nations gathered over 
‘60 people in an Idaho park. At the same time, at the 
other end of the country, Willis Carto’s Holocaust denial 
outfit, the Barnes Review, drew a crowd of over a 
hundred in Virginia. 

Also absent from this year’s event was the former 
Georgia Governor and arch-segregationist, Lester 
Maddox. Maddox, who had been named the CofCC 
“patriot of the century”, was unable to attend this year’s 


event due to illness. 

Despite the flack that Lott received for addressing the 
group, several local politicians dared to speak at 
the conference, including the Mississippi State 
Representatives Tommy Woods and Gary Chism. 
Overall, the CofCC claims the support of more than 30 
legislators from the state. 

Just miles from the site where Martin Luther King Jr 
was assassinated, former Buchanan campaigner Peter 
Gemma and Professor Miles Wolpin used the platform 
to assault the legacy of Dr King and attack the 
movement for slavery reparations. 

Other speakers simply chose to disparage all African- 
Americans. Jared Taylor, editor of American Renaissance, 
spent his luncheon speech graphically blaming blacks 
for prison rape. Francis took a more “scientific” 
approach, focusing on IQ and testosterone levels as the 
justification for his bigotry. 

The “battle to save Southern heritage” also played a 
prominent role at the conference. South Carolina 
leader Dennis Wheeler and Greg Stewart of the Sons 
of Confederate Veterans reminded the participants of 
many recent victories. In May, the group helped retain 
the Mississippi State flag that incorporates the 
Confederate battle flag into the design. 

This is not just a Southern fight, it’s a Christian fight 
was the message of the “Christian response to 
Liberalism” panel, which featured fire and brimstone 
sermons from several ministers, including one named 
Rev Benny Hill (no, not that Benny Hill). 

Returning to the theme of the coming white minority, 
the most enthusiastically received panel of the 
conference was “The Immigration Invasion’. It featured 
the “mainstream” anti-immigrant movement activists, 
Dr Virginia Abernathy of the Carrying Capacity Network, 
Brent Nelson of the American Immigration Control 
Foundation and Wayne Lutton of The Social Contract. 
(All three are also members of the Citizen's Informer 
advisory board.) 

Georgia attorney Sam Dickson concluded the 
conference stating, “We will turn this around if we don't 
give in to despair”. 

Just days after the CofCC conference, both Thurmond 
and Maddox died. To some observers, their deaths 
marked the passing of the segregationist era, yet the 
CofCC marches on. 

The direct lineage to one of the leading bastions of 
segregationist politics during the era of civil rights 
struggles, the white Citizens Councils, has allowed the 
CofCC to straddle the old segregationist era of 
mainstream politicians such as Thurmond and Maddox, 
and a new insurgent white nationalism. 


Searchlight August 2003 31 











Dear Denis McShane, 

Your comments on the BBC Politics Show remind me of 
the great disappointment felt by Italian anti-fascists 
when they realised that the opposition to Mussolini 
shown by Ramsey MacDonald's first Labour government 
in 1924 turned into short sighted tolerance in the form 
of an ordinary political relationship when he returned to 
Downing Street between 1929 and 1935. What a change! 
What had happened to his earlier disgust at what was 
going on in Rome? 

One wonders how subsequent tragic events might 
have taken a different turn had the PM refused to accept 
the malignant anomaly that the majority of Italians 
appeared to have accepted with enthusiasm, even if it 
was political suicide. 

You know that in the last two years there has been a 
seismic change in Italy that has sent warning signals to 
the rest of Europe. Many people engaged in the fight 
against racism and fascism are deeply worried. 
The presence in Silvio Berlusconi’s government 
coalition of the xenophobic Northern League and of the 
neofascist National Alliance Party has created a climate 
in which racism is expressed in the most aggressive 
forms while a campaign of political revisionism is afoot 
to make fascism respectable. 

You know that there have been Ku Klux Klan-style 
torchlight demonstrations against immigrants and that 
a leading minister, Umberto Bossi, recently advocated 
the use of cannons against asylum seekers. And what 
is the significance of a ceremony at Anzio, near Rome, 
attended by representatives of the National Alliance 
Party to pay homage to the nazi fascists who after 1943 
joined Mussolini’s army under Hitler to fight against the 
British and American forces? 

It is no wonder that so many in Europe have voiced 
their disquiet at Silvio Berlusconi's taking his turn at the 
head of the European Presidency. You however appear to 
be totally unconcerned by the turn of events in Rome. 
You told the programme that working alongside 
Berlusconi would not prove embarrassing. 

Surely, for one thing, it must be embarrassing to work 
alongside a president of the European Union who was 
listed as a member of the P2 Masonic Lodge, a 
subversive organisation with terrorist links that was set 
up as a “parallel government”. Someone who has 
employed a known member of the Mafia in his own villa, 
who has been accused of false accounting, financial 
misconduct, export of capital, bribing judges and tax 
evasion. The fact that he owns 85% of Italian media and 
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An open letter to the Minister for Europe 


has patently used his power to promote legislation to 
avoid a possible prison sentence would make him 
totally ineligible in Britain. “We would not touch this 
man with a barge pole” ran a comment in a Daily 
Telegraph editorial. Why is it that aman deemed to be so 
totally unacceptable in Britain as PM is thought to be all 
right for Italy? Haven't we been here before? 

Yes, of course, for Britain to seek an ally in Italy as a 
means to offset the Franco-German alliance and prevent 
further isolation may be deemed a necessary evil but there 
is a cost to it. Tony Blair found this out when he launched 
his alliance with Italy and decided to join forces with his 
good friend Silvio in a review of labour regulations in 
Europe and cooperation in the drawing up of the 
European Constitution. John Monks, then secretary- 
general to the TUC, branded Blair “very stupid” in forging 
such links with a man like Berlusconi. That accusation has 
stuck. I am convinced that the Blair/Berlusconi alliance 
marked the date when people in Britain began to question 
Blair's political judgement and credibility. 

You say that snubbing the Italian government would 
be “an insult to the Italian people” because they elected 
Berlusconi and Co, and that’s it. In fact this is an insult to 
a good half of the Italian people who voted against the 
parties in the coalition and have been horrified by 
the developments of the last two years. These Italians 
find it hard to stomach the encouragement that this 
“Godfather” is receiving from the Labour government. 
If you look at the results of the May local elections in 
Italy you will see that support for the government is 
dwindling, a prelude to a change that most of the 
European governments would surely welcome, apart 
apparently from Britain. 

No wonder many Italians have become so 
disenchanted with Blair. You indicated that you read at 
least one Italian newspaper, La Repubblica. You may 
have noticed some comments by its founder and chief 
commentator, Eugenio Scalfari. He observed that gone 
are the days when the Italian left used to hold Blair in 
great esteem. “They now realise they made a mistake 
in taking him as an example.” 

In the same programme you indicated that just as 
Blair is so willing to continue to work with his friend 
Silvio, you would be equally happy to work alongside 
Gianfranco Fini, leader of the National Alliance. What a 
conversion on your part! In 1995, as Fini was about to 
turn the MSI, the fascist party, into the National Alliance, 
you called Fini “the rising star of the reborn fascist 


movement, handpicked by Giorgio Almirante who was 
an official in the nazi backed puppet Republic of Salo set 
up for Mussolini (by Hitler) after the dictator was ousted 
from Rome”. 

You added “the evidence that Fini still cleaves to core 
elements of fascist ideology is overwhelming” and quoted 
the historian Luciano Canfora who wrote: “This is not the 
first time there has been an attempt to make fascism 
respectable and in this case the essential values at the heart 
of fascism remain intact”. At the same time you vehemently 
condemned the “grotesque decision” of the directors of 
Chatham House who had invited Fini the Fascist to 
London and demanded that they shut their doors to him. 
They did. The meeting was moved elsewhere. I wrote an 
article at the time for an Italian newspaper which 
mentioned you as the prime mover in forcing Chatham 
House to back down. If Fini read it, he must have thought 
that Denis McShane was one of his enemies. 

Well, 1995 is not that long ago. In the meantime you 
have become Minister for Europe. You seem to have 
gone round 360 degrees on the opinions you held then. 

Now you say that Fini has since “cleaned up his party”. 
Really? Is it credible that a man who has been a fascist 
for 27 years of his life (during which period he had 
plenty of opportunity to join other parties and throw 
away his black shirt, had he wished to), who served as 
Fascist party secretary, has suddenly ceased to be 
a fascist? You know very well that Fini changed the MSI 
into the National Alliance only when the opportunity 
arose to take votes from a number of parties which had 
suddenly collapsed, the Christian Democrats in 
particular. Even in his new Armani suit, as you pointed 
out, he was still proclaiming that “Mussolini is the 
greatest statesman of the 20th century”. Now you will tell 
me he has since recanted. Well, yes, only partly, and only 
at the very instant he received the news that Berlusconi 
had chosen him as Italian representative at the 
European convention to work on the new constitution. 
Wasn't Fini’s political opportunism very clear to you 
when you described him as a master at “polishing 
his image”, resembling a typical “Fascist politician in his 
craving for international respectability”? 

Perhaps you should know that on 25 April this year, 
when Italy marked its annual “liberation day” from the 
nazi fascists, Fini, now deputy Prime Minister, instead of 


taking part in the ceremony next to the President of Italy, 
took a day off. He is said to have gone fishing. What a 
message to send to the new generation of Italians: don't 
blame Mussolini, go fishing! In fact some government 
ministers suggested that the ceremony itself should be 
abolished, or turned into a “reconciliation day” in order 
to remember with equivalence the nazi fascists of the 
Salo Republic alongside those who fought against them. 

All this helps to explain, perhaps, why a culture of 
telling jokes about the Holocaust has come about in 
which it is possible for Berlusconi himself, following the 
offensive comments during his inauguration speech as 
president of the European Union, to say that “for years 
comical stories about the Holocaust have been doing 
the rounds in Italy, because Italians know how to laugh 
even at something as tragic as that”. 

I can assure you that over the past two years 
representatives of the Italian Jewish community have 
had plenty of opportunities to voice their alarm at the 
culture of historical revisionism that is developing 
under the influence of racists and neofascists at the 
heart of government. 

Given that the UK sacrificed so many of its soldiers in 
the fight to free Italy from nazi fascism, I think it would 
be a mark of respect to their relatives to demand that a 
man like Fini, before British Labour politicians are seen 
drinking glasses of champagne with him, should offer 
apologies on behalf of his ex nazi fascist comrades he so 
much admired and whose political legacy he embraced. 

Firm words rather than abject capitulation might be 
needed to keep alive the historical memory as a 
safeguard in this enlarged Europe with no lack of 
neofascists ready to organise themselves. 

You must be aware that welcoming into Europe the 
inheritors of fascism with a new face will be read as an 
encouragement to racists and fascists everywhere. 

Yours sincerely 

Alfio Bernabei 


Alfio Bernabei writes for several Italian publications. He is 
the author of Italian exiles and immigrants in Great Britain 
1920-1940 (Mursia, Milan, 1997) and the director of 
Dangerous Characters, Mussolini’s Pawn in the UK, a film 
about Italian anti-fascists in Britain made for Channel 4. 
He is a regular contributor to Searchlight. 
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Catholic fundamentalist quits FN office 


BERNARD ANTONY, a senior figure in the fascist Front 
National (FN), has quit his post in the party’s leading 
political bureau. His move follows a year of internal 
friction resulting from the rise of Marine Le Pen, 
daughter of the FN’s leader. 

Antony is the head of the FEN’s Catholic 
fundamentalist faction, the biggest single current within 
the organisation. His decision is the result of his anger at 
the “dysfunctions of the movement”. He will remain an 
ordinary member of the party. 

Bernard Romain Marie Antony was born on 28 
November 1944 in Tarbes in the Hautes-Pyrénées. After 
taking his first political steps as a defender of French 
colonialism in Algeria, he became a student activist in 
Toulouse for the extreme right-wing Tixier-Vignancourt 
Committee. Shortly afterwards, in 1966, he joined the 
far-right Jeune Revolution movement to give vent to his 
already visceral anti-communism, while completing 
his education as a training officer for the Pierre Fabre 
pharmaceutical group in Castres. 

Antony's political obsession is the fight against all 
“subversions”, not least communism, freemasonry and 
homosexuality. During the 1970s, he assiduously 
created a number of tools for this struggle. In 1975, he 
teamed up with Francois Brigneau, a former Vichy 
militiaman, to launch Présent, then a monthly 
magazine, which in 1982 became the extreme-right’s 
only daily paper. 

Four years after founding Présent, he set up the 
Charlier Centre training outfit and, in 1980, 
the Christian Solidarity Committee, whose proclaimed 
aim is the “rechristianisation” of Europe. 

Two years later, he established another publishing 
venture, the monthly magazine Reconquéte, whose 
motto “God, Family, Fatherland” is an explicit reference 
to the Nazi collaborationist Vichy slogan, “Work, Family, 
Fatherland”. In 1988 he moved on to form the General 
Alliance against Racism and for Respect for French and 
Christian Identity to campaign against “anti-white 
and anti-Christian racism’. 

This nebulous forest of structures, of most of which he 
is president, has made him the most formidable figure 
on the Catholic fundamentalist scene. 

Despite his long entry in the far-right form book, it 
was only in 1983 that he actually joined the FN. Having 
taken the plunge, however, he was not slow to make his 
presence felt and use his myriad of Catholic connections 
to promote his leader, Jean Marie Le Pen. 

It was on his initiative that Le Pen received an 
audience with Pope Jean-Paul II in 1985, which at the 
same time signalled the advance of hardline Catholic 
ideas within the FN. 

In addition to consolidating his behind-the-scenes 
influence in the party, Antony was elected to the European 
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Parliament in 1984, where he remained until 1999. 

Although he has been a regional councillor in the 
Midi-Pyrénées since 1986, local politics is hardly his 
speciality. Nicknamed “the cassoulet Ayatollah’, he has 
used his publicly elected position as a platform to 
publicise his pet issues: the fight against “decadence”, 
the defence of the Christian West and the family. 

When sans-papiers (without documents) migrants 
occupied a Paris church to win legal status, it was 
Antony who ranted: “We should occupy mosques and 
the synagogues, since these people occupy our 
churches. I condemn the castrated Christians who 
accommodate these negroes.” 

Although he is close to Le Pen’s official second-in- 
command, Bruno Gollnisch, Antony has never shown 
any ambition to lead the FN. His favoured role is to 
involve himself in the training of cadres in the party's 
fancily-named Institute of Education and Cultural 
Action and in other, independent, bodies. 

Having shown dog-like devotion to Le Pen in the 
cataclysmic split with Bruno Mégret in 1998-99, 
Antony’s faction has grown in political weight in the FN 
thanks to the departure of many neo-pagan activists to 
sign up with Mégret. 

However, the recent media prominence of Marine Le 
Pen, a young mother who remarried after her divorce 
and a self-styled “non-practising Catholic”, has really 
ruffled Antony’s feathers, above all at the party’s 
summer school in Annecy last August. Displaying his 
sharp differences with Le Pen’s heiress-apparent, who is 
more progressive on the touchy issue of abortion than 
the FN, Antony has declared that he will fight harder 
than ever in “total opposition to the political system, 
which is committing the genocide of our people, and to 
the culture of death which accompanies it”. 

At the last congress of the FN in Nice, Le Pen 
nominated Marine for the post of FN vice-president 
against the vote of the activists, who supported Antony 
and his friends. Antony received this move very badly 
and has withdrawn from standing as a candidate in the 
2004 European elections. 

If Antony now chooses to decamp from the FN, the 
consequences for the party are likely to be minimal. His 
resignation from the political bureau has already gone 
almost unnoticed by a press more concerned with the 
beginning of the holidays. 

Antony, it seems, wants to continue to work within the 
FN while marking out a clear distance from what he 
considers a harmful evolution of the “movement”. 
He intends to do so with some discretion but this 
distance will undoubtedly give him the opportunity to 
devote more time to activity within the FN’s multiple 
structures and may well foreshadow a Catholic 
fundamentalist offensive next year. 


From the archives 
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20 years ago 
August 1983 


Eugene Terre’blanche, 
leader of the ultra-right 
Afrikaaner 
Weerstandsbeweging 
(AWB), has been 
sentenced to 18 months’ 
imprisonment, suspended 
for five years, and fined 
£173 for illegal 
possession of an AK-47 
rifle, a revolver and 362 
rounds of ammunition. 

In an earlier trial, briefly 
reported in last month’s 
Searchlight, two former 
members of his 
organisation were 


sentenced to 15 years’ imprisonment each for terrorism. 

Two ex-policemen, Jacob Viljoen and Hendrik Jacobze, who had 
resigned from the AWB to save it “embarrassment”, were found 
guilty of planning to blow up multiracial hotels and assassinate 
leading religious figures. Jacobz told the court that they had 
planned to release syphilis infected mice at Sun City, an integrated 
entertainment complex in one of the supposedly independent 
territories within South Africa. They also, he said, considered 
scattering nails on the road to the city so that people who wanted 
to go there “instead of the Church would get flat tyres”. 
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10 years ago 
August 1993 


Four Blood and Honour 
skinheads have been jailed 
at St Albans Crown Court 
for their involvement in a 
violent assault on the staff 
of an Indian restaurant in 
Hertfordshire. 

The skinheads were 
travelling from a Blood 
and Honour concert in 
Baldock, Hertfordshire, 
in November 1991, which 


| had followed a gathering 


in the East Midland of the 
BNP’s international liaison 
group, the Odal Ring. 


They aed their minibus in Buntingford and Marsh, who has 
a swastika tattoo on his neck, shouted “Paki bastards”. At least 
eight of the men jumped out and began beating the Bengalis with 
baseball bats and bottles, knocking one of them unconscious. 

The van then drove off but returned a few minutes later and 
drove straight at the Bengalis. Dazed and injured from the first 
attack, they had to leap onto a grass verge to avoid being hit. 
There were about 13 people in the back of the van at the time, 


including a woman. 
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